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Carolina Parrot 


What 
Bird Lovers 
Say... 


“The Staff at 
GEORGETOWN 
GALLERIES is very 
friendly and courteous. 
They have assisted me in 
making intelligent 


choices without “selling” | 


pressure of any kind.” 
Dr. Gordon Luk 
Bloomfield Hills, MI. 


“I am very happy with 
the service from 
GEORGETOWN 
GALLERIES. It is unusual 
to receive such prompt 
service with a follow-up 
phone call.” 

Sid Brumbach 
Litiz, PA. 


“I am very pleased with 
the service and quality I 
receive from 
GEORGETOWN 
GALLERIES.” 

Dr. Stanley Conover 
Phoenixville, PA. 


The ultimate wild bird collectibles are historic lithographs of John 
James Audubon’s “Birds of North America” now offered to readers of 
WildBird Magazine in an exclusive private sale. 


Every true bird lover should seriously 
consider owning at least one original artifact 
created by the most famous wildlife artist who 
ever lived — before they are either no longer 
available or priced out of reach of the average 
collector. 

John James Audubon roamed the American wil- 
derness between 1820 and 1850 pursuing:an impos- 
sible dream: to seek out and paint— 
in their natural habitat — every bird 
and every animal in North America. 

It was an awesome undertaking 
that led Audubon to draw 500 birds 
(and 155 animals), not from museum 
models, but in the rivers, valleys, 
swamps, forests and mountains 
where they lived. 

No high-powered optics helped 


LE apse 





him in his search. No camera cap- Tropic Bird (actual size: 6 1/2" x 10 1/4") 


tured his birds on film. 

Yet he recorded colors so brilliant and movement 
so life-like it will take your breath away. 

The rare, antique prints of Audubon’s work that 
survive today—beautifully preserved and as vibrantly 
alive and colorful as the day they were hand-painted 
150 years ago—are the ultimate wild bird collectibles. 

And they’re not only available, but surprisingly 
affordable, in this special offering from 
GEORGETOWN GALLERIES. 


Legend In His Own Time 

Audubon travelled from “The Missis- 
sippi Flyway” to The Great Lakes to the 
Oregon Territories and beyond — often 
alone and on foot — in pursuit of his 
magnificent obsession. 

He became a legend even in his own 
lifetime, celebrated in the royal courts of 
Europe as the scruffy American frontiers- 
man who painted beautiful birds. He was 
so revered in America that his portrait 
hangs to this day beside our greatest 
statesmen in the White House in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

He became a towering figure in Ameri- 
can history. The New Yorker Magazine (February 25, 
1991) called Audubon: 

“The nearest thing American Art has had to a 
Founding Father.” 





Ambitious Publishing Venture 

In his lifetime, it was Audubon’s ambition to pub- 
lish his works on a scale never before attempted. 

Working with engravers William H. Lizars and 
Robert Havell in England, he produced 435 life-sized 
engravings of his birds. They became known as the 
spectacular “Double-Elephant Folio” of The Birds of 
North America. (They were called “Elephant Folios” 






Belted Kingfisher 


because of their 29x 39" size— enormous by early 19th 
Century publishing standards.) 

Lizars and Havell made mirror images of Audubon’s 
original 435 drawings, which were then incised by hand 
onto metal sheets. Black and white prints were made on 
“Double-Elephant” folio sheets of the finest 
watermarked archival paper. Then color was added by 
hand under Audubon’s watchful eye. 


And What Birds 
Audubon Painted! 

There were Flamingos and 
Herons, Eagles and Owls, Fly- 
catchers, Warblers and Finches. 
He painted Woodpeckers and 
Doves, Falcons and Hawks, allin 
their natural environments. 

His paintings of such spec- 
tacular birds as the Roseate 
Spoonbill and the Carolina Parrot, among dozens of 
others, stand out to this day as the finest portraits of 
these exotic birds ever made. 

Many of Audubon’s birds are now, sad to say, 
extinct: The Passenger Pigeon, Great Auk, Key West 
Dove, and Bachman’s Warbler, to name a few. 

But he painted them all. 

Only 61 sets of the elephant folios are known to exist 
today. Nearly all complete sets are in museums and 
historic collections. They are the most sought after— 
and valuable—representations of birds 
in the world. 





How Valuable Are 
Audubon’s Elephant Folios? 
A complete set of the Double Elephant 
Folio sold for $3.96 million in 1989! 
Individual images sell for $2,500 to 
$150,000 today. But for avid collectors, 
price seems to be no barrier; in fact, 
average elephant folio prices have in- 
creased ten times over just since 
the 1970's! 


Audubon’s Affordable 
Lithographs 

But Audubon’s publishing efforts didn’t stop there. 
Beginning in 1840, he (and after his death in1851, his 
sons) produced a popularized version of The Birds of 
America called “The Royal Octavo Edition” — adding 
65 images to bring the total to 500 and reducing the size 
to a more manageable (and affordable, even back then) 
6 1/2" x 10 1/4". 

These, too, are original lithographs—each 
one painstakingly hand-colored down to the 
smallest detail. 

In many ways, they’re even more appealing than the 
larger folios. Drawn to scale, their details are even 
more exacting. 

And the good news is that the price spiral hasn’t 























Offers 7150 Year Old, 
Art by the Most Famous 


Who 


ver Lived! 


SPECIAL BOOK OFFER 
GEORGETOWN GALLERIES has reserved a limited quantity of Audubon’s 
“Birds of North America,” published by The Wellfleet Press, (a division 
of Walden Books). This is a full-color, coffee table sized volume of all 


500 of Audubon’s birds, retail value $35. All we ask is that you cover 
our postage and handling costs of $12.50 and this beautiful book is 
yours to keep. 

Call 1-800-877-1726 to order yours today. 





caught up with the smaller birds— yet. 
The best news is, you can actually own original Aud- 
ubons for as little as $95! 


acquire, we will send you a full-color, coffee table 

sized book, Audubon’s “Birds of North America.” 
This volume, published in 1990 by The Wellfleet 

Press (a division of Walden Books), illustrates all 500 





World Supply Drying Up! 
Even though several thousand of the 
Royal Octavo Edition were produced in 
the last century, it’s estimated that more 
than 95% no longer exist: abuse, attri- 
tion, destruction, improper handling and 
the ravages of time all have taken their 
toll. Add to that the sets held by libraries, 
museums, universities, and historical 
societies, and the number remaining in 
private hands is down toa precious few. 
Certain images—like the Wild Tur- 
keys, the Bald Eagle, and the Louisiana 
Heron—are almost impossible to find. 


Cherished Family Heirlooms ©!™ia Jay 


More importantly, when individuals acquire 
Audubon lithographs, they become cherished family 
heirlooms — rarely to be resold for a profit. 

(Even though the scarcer they get, the more valu- 
able they become.) 

That's why no avid bird lover should ignore the 
opportunity to acquire one or more lithographs be- 
fore the best examples are all gone. 








Important 
Collection 
GEORGETOWN GAL- 
LERIES, a large private 
archive near Washington, 
D.C., has combed the 
world in search of 
Audubon’s original litho- 
graphs and engravings. 
Nearly all of the 500 birds 
in the Royal Octavo Edi- 
tion are now available, 
along with an impressive 
selection of the fabulous 








original drawings as they appear in the 
Royal Octavo Edition. It’s a $35 retail 
value, but all we ask is that you cover 
nominal postage and handling charges 
($12.50) and your book will be rushed to 
you by Federal Express within 72 hours 
of your order. 

Along with your book, we'll send 
youa gift certificate worth $50 towards 
your first purchase, so you really can’t 
lose on this offer. 

And the book is yours to keep no 
matter what. 

There’s lots to learn about Audubon, 
and our staff of expert consultants is on 
hand from 9:30 am to 5:30 pm, Monday 
through Friday (Eastern Time) to help you. Please use 
our toll-free number (1-800-877-1726) to order your 
book and receive more information. 


The Ultimate, Affordable Collectible 


Prices range from as low as $95 each for some of the 
lesser birds, (sold only in sets of five or more) up to 
several hundred dollars for the more sought after, 
investment quality works. 

When archivally mat- 
ted and elegantly framed 
out to 14"x 18 1/2" in sil- 
ver, gold or cherry, 
Audubon's birds make a 
spectacular presentation. 

This is an excellent op- 
portunity for you to ac- 
quire historic works of art 
that you will proudly dis- 
play in your home or of- 
fice for years to come — 
and at a price still within 
reach of the average 
collector. 








“Double-Elephant” folio 
engravings. 

But in many cases, only one lithograph of any par- 
ticular bird is available. So if you’re interested, you 
would be wise to call today. 


Special Offer 
In order for you to make an informed decision 
about original Audubon lithographs you may want to 





Please call GEORGE- 
TOWN GALLERIES today to be sure of the best selec- 
tion—and to order your copy of Audubon’s “The Birds 
of North America.” 

Allsales are guaranteed (see box above). Gallery open 
by appointment only. 


GEORGETOWN GALLERIES 
Investment Quality Collectibles 
7315 Wisconsin Ave. Suite 602W Bethesda, MD 20814 


1-800-877-1726 (toll-free) 
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Photograph by Don Clary 
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Making A Difference 


In 1986 while I was siding a home 
ona lakeshore, the owner was making 
bluebird houses and decoys for his 
bluebird trail. He told me that he had 
put up nearly 200 houses but had only 
three bluebird pairs use them that year. 

During the summer we moved, and 
found bluebirds nesting in two cavities 
of a nearby maple tree. That winter I 
built 25 nest boxes, which I erected by 
March 15, 1987. To my surprise, three 
pairs moved in and raised 13 offspring 
that year. 

I started a trail of bluebird houses, 
spacing them 100 feet apart. I had 100 
houses facing east by southeast, with 
no entrance holes pointed toward a 
road. Here is what happened: 

1988—7 pairs and 26 fledglings 

1989—13 pairs, 49 fledglings 

1990—17 pairs, 67 fledglings 

1991—22 nesting pairs 

Each June we enjoy seeing 40 to 60 
bluebirds in the bridal veil bushes by 
our in-ground birdbath. We watch as 
they bathe and preen their feathers. It 
just goes to show that one person can 
make a difference. 

Michael Murphy 

Pardeeville, Wisconsin 


Suet Recipe 

I just received my July issue of 
WildBird and read the letter from Irma 
Nasby of Knightstown, Indiana, say- 
ing she spent a fortune on suet cakes 
for her Pileated Woodpeckers. I have 
been using the following suet mixture 
for several years and attract Downey, 
Hairy, Red-headed and Red-bellied 
woodpeckers, as well as chickadees, 
titmice and nuthatches all year long. 

Could you please send this recipe 
along to Mrs. Nasby? It is very eco- 
nomical, stores well and can have other 
suet ingredients added if available. 

Beverly Overmyer 

Valparaiso, Indiana 


Better yet, we will pass it along to all our 
WildBird readers. 
Dunes-Calumet Audubon Society 
Suet Mix Recipe 
2 pounds of lard 


6 cups of yellow or white cornmeal 

3 cups of wheat flour 

4 cups of oatmeal 

2 cups of peanut hearts (optional) 
Soften the lard and stir in the other 

ingredients a couple of cups at a time until 

the mixture is quite thick. Freeze the 

mixture in aluminum or plastic tubs about 

4x4 inches in size. The suet cakes can be 

hung out frozen, and they fit nicely in the 

black-wire suet cage feeders. 


Bluebird Preferences 

I am writing regarding the question 
in the July “WildBird Q-and-A” about 
what size nest box to use for bluebirds. 
In my experience in southern Mary- 
land, the 4x4-inch box is too small for 
bluebirds. For several years, I have 
tried both the 4x4 and 5x5-inch nest- 
box sizes. ; 

Last year, I posted eight 5x5 boxes 
and three 4x4 boxes. The 5x5 boxes 
were in continuous use and 62 eggs 
were laid in them. The 4x4 boxes were 
used only once and had just four eggs. 
So far this year, most of the 5x5 nest 
boxes are currently in use, while the 
4x4 boxes remain untouched. 

I think for a few pennies more, the 
bluebirds prefer the larger nest box. 
Even with a 5x5 nest box, it is amazing 
how the adult bluebirds and nestlings 
all fit inside! 

Arlene Dziedzic 

Lusby, Maryland 


Railway Osprey 

I work for the railway in Ontario, 
Canada, and one day while traveling 
along a little-used piece of track, an 
Osprey nest built atop a telephone 
pole was pointed out to me. Appar- 
ently this nest has been there for quite 
some time, and a pair of Ospreys use it 
every year. 

This particular pole line was put up 
for exclusive use by the railroad. Al- 
though the pole is no longer used and 
most of the other poles have been 
removed, employees of our company 
convinced the management to leave 
the pole with the nest on it along with 
one pole on each side for perches. 

Hopefully, we will be blessed with 





| 





the presence of beautiful Ospreys for 
many years to come. 

Nancy Allen 

London, Ontario 


Nightjar Booming 

While reading the “Birder’s Quiz” in 
the July issue, I found an error regard- 
ing question 10. It asked beside the 
Common Nighthawk, which species 
of North American nightjars emits a 
“booming” sound from its wings while 
ina swift downward flight. The answer 
choices were A) Antillean Nighthawk; 
B) Buff-collared Nightjar; C) Lesser 
Nighthawk; and D) None of the above 

On page 72, the answer to this ques- 
tion is listed as D. However, the 
Antillean Nighthawk emits a “boom- 
ing” sound in this manner. This 
nighthawk was formerly a subspecies 
of the Common Nighthawk until it 
received full species status. 

David Crowe 

Inverness, Florida 


Unwary Warbler 

Just when you think you have a 
certain variety of bird figured out, it 
will do something unexpected. In this 
case, a Swainson’s Warbler found its 
favored nesting place to be a hanging 
pot of geraniums on the second-floor 
balcony of my parents’ farm. The war- 
bler built its nest and raised a brood 
there. 

The geranium was kept inside dur- 
ing the winter and returned to the 
balcony the next spring. A Swainson’s 
Warbler—probably the same bird— 
returned the following spring and laid 
another clutch of eggs in the same nest. 

After the nestlings hatched, the war- 
bler flew back and forth to feed them, 
regardless of how many people were 
around. 

Eve Stone 

Akron, Ohio 





Thank you to all our readers who 
sent letters to WildBird. Send your 


letters to WildBird Letters, P.O. 
Box 6050, Mission Viejo, CA 
92690. 








Before you buy... 
Read the Shoppers Guide to Bird Feeders, 


Bird Houses, Seed and Baths 


Gannett News Service called Wild Bird Company 
“One of the finest backyard wildlife 


specialty stores in the country.” 


Send self-addressed, Wild Bird, 


stamped envelope C-O-M-P-A-N-Y 
for a copy of our P.Q. Box 1093 
Autographed copies $12.50 (postpaid) | bird feeder catalog. | Rockville, MD 20849 
© 1991 AWBC, Inc. (301) 279-8999 


Bill Ader, Jr. Sa, Heidi Hughes 





INTRODUCING ENGLAND’S 


Lad 
jan 


Grace your lawn with the charm 
of an English country garden. 


¢ guaranteed squirrel-proof 
¢ built to last with plastic coated steel 
e the most beautiful feeder on the market 


¢ a phenomenal success in England 


Gracefully curved bars exclude Call 1-800-765-WILD to order 
squirrels while birds enjoy The Lady Jane, or ask for our free 
feeding freely. Now the feeder 20-page color catalog. Order 

that industry judges raved about — before September 30 and you can 
is available in the U.S.— receive both The Lady Jane feeder 
exclusively from the Wild Bird and matching green bracket for 


Centers of America, Inc.™ only $34.95. 


Franchise opportunities 
available; 
Call 1-800-759-WILD 


If birding is your favorite 
hobby, we'll be your 
favorite store.™ 
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Recording 
Wildlife ? 
* Call * 


Boynton Studio: 


Specialist in remote portable 
recording equipment 


Recording packages 
for entry level to 
expert enthusiast 


* We Sell * 
Q recorders - cassette & DAT’s 
Q microphones, wiring, parabolas 
O headphones, tape & accessories 
Q complete systems from $399.00 


Tel. (607) 263-5695 


Have You Trieda... 


PEANUT 
FEEDER 


A Great Way 
to Attract 


¢ WOODPECKERS 


¢ TITMICE 

¢ NUTHATCHES 

¢ CAROLINA 
WRENS 


$17” Includes 3 Ibs. of 
Postage Paid ‘aw shelled peanuts 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Order Toll-Free 


1-800-432-8376 
ONE GOOD TERN 
The Backyard Nature Store 


1710 Fern Street, Alexandria, VA 22302 
Call or Write for Free Catalog 
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Through the Looking Glass 





A Close Encounter With Sandhill Cranes 


by CHARLENE HENSLEY 


ach spring and fall, I see flocks of 

Sandhill Cranes fly overhead. They 
are usually flying very high in a V- 
formation or circling, spiraling higher 
and higher on a thermal. I can hear 
their groo-groo calls long before and 
long after I see them. Whenever I hear 
that sound, I drop what I am doing, 
grab my binoculars and run out to 
search the sky for Sandhills. 

I was able to get a closer look a few 
years ago when I visited their winter- 
ing grounds south of Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia, one windy winter day. But I 
never imagined the next time I would 
see them up close would be from my 
own backyard. 


I live on five acres of oak woodland 
in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains about 40 miles east of Sac- 
ramento. Next door there is a large 
pasture and a lake with a thicket of 
trees and shrubs at one end. These 
features attract a year-round popula- 
tion of ducks plus frequent visits by 
Great Egrets, Great Blue Herons and 
Canada Geese. 

One early October evening, I heard 
the cranes calling for the first time that 
fall. | ran out as usual, following the 
sound and trying to catch a glimpse of 
them through the trees. To my sur- 
prise, they were flying much lower 
than ever before. I watched in amaze- 





Sandhill Cranes are rarely considered a backyard bird, but at times, 


birders have backyard encounters with these gregarious birds. 





Photo: Paul M. Konrad 


ee 





ment as they gradually dropped even 
lower and circled over the lake and 
pasture next door. 

I did not even dare to think that they 
might land; that had never happened 
before. But they kept flying lower, 
their calls becoming louder. 

I ran to a spot overlooking the pas- 
ture and lake, which is a favorite bird- 
watching place of mine. I held my 
breath as a small group of four or five 
cranes dropped out of the circling flock 
and, to my delight, touched down in 
the pasture. 

That first group did not stay long, 
though. A big, black quarter horse 
with a penchant for chasing cows and 
deer was kept in that pasture. It trotted 
toward the small flock of cranes as 
soon as they landed. 

I was helpless to stop the approach- 
ing horse. The cranes quickly took off 
and rejoined the main flock. I was sure 
they would all leave. 

But the flock kept circling and call- 
ing loudly. Finally another small flock 
came down, landing in the shallows of 
the lake this time, near a thicket of 
trees across a fence from the horse. 

More small flocks of Sandhills landed 
in the same way, dropping out of the 
main flock a few at a time as the rest 
continued circling. After they had 
landed, I counted about 70 cranes. 

They were alert and nervous at first, 
and held their heads high. But a few 
honks from Canada Geese in the pas- 
ture seemed to reassure them. They 
soon settled in like old-time residents. 

I watched, unwilling to leave, until 
dusk settled, and it grew too dark to 
see. That night their loud calling woke 
me several times. It sounded like they 
were flying overhead. | feared they 
were leaving, but I was glad to see 
them still in the middle of the pasture 
in the morning. 

I wondered if they would stay and 
why they had landed here. | called an 
acquaintance from the California De- 
partment of Fish and Game, who told 
me the cranes probably were too far 
from the Sacramento River Delta to 
make it there before dark. They saw a 
likely roosting spot and landed for the 
night. He said they would probably 
leave when the air warmed enough for 
thermals to rise. 

He was right. Just before 10a.m., I 
heard them start calling loudly. I ran 


out in time to see them take off in 
single-file over the lake. They headed 
north at first, circling slowly for 10 or 
15 minutes, rising higher and higher 
on the thermals. 

They were almost out of sight by the 
time they formed their familiar V-for- 
mation and turned southwest toward 
the delta. 1 watched until they were a 
thin, dark line that faded into the sky, 
then listened until their calling faded. 








I saw three more flocks of Sandhill 
Cranes fly over that fall, all in October, 
all very high, and all at about 4p.m., 
two hours earlier than the flock that 
landed. 

I still do not know the reason why 
that flock was too late to make it to the 
delta that one autumn evening. I am 
just grateful that my surroundings of- 
fered that late and tired flock a suitable 
area to rest for the night. 
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4 TSN-3 and TSN-4 Shown 





High Performance Series 
TSN-1, 45° Offset, Multi-coated il 
TSN-2, Straight, Multi-coated 
TSN-3, 45° Offset, Multi-coated Fluorite Lens 
TSN-4, Straight, Multi-coated Fluorite Lens 


field of view and increased light 
gathering capabilities of no less 
than 60% over conventional 
60mm spotting scopes. 


The Kowa Prominar offers the 
only fluorite 77mm lens on the 
market today. This lens offers 

a sharper image, wider than usual 


Prominar Features 


@ High clarity, high resolution, 
multi-coated fluorite lens. 


@ Bayonet mounting for easy 


eyepiece exchange. 


KOWA OPTIMED INC. 20001 S. VERMONT AVE., TORRANCE, CA 90502 (213) 327-1913 


@ High quality photo application 
(optional) 
@ Seven interchangeable eyepieces. 
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. or } 
\ 
LOOK! 
CELESTRON — world renowned for fine 
optics. Quality binoculars and spotting 


scopes for all your birding needs. All come 
with Celestron’s limited lifetime warranty. 


@ cetestron 
Celestr on International 
2835 Columbia St. ¢ Torrance, CA 90503 
800/421-1526 213/328-9560 
FAX: 213/212-5835 









CRITTER 
COUNTRY 






Wild Bird Supplies 
Nature Gift Shops 


Ann Arbor, MI 
Columbus, OH 
Novi, Ml 
Plymouth, MI 
Stafford, VA 








For business opportunity 
information please call: 


CRITTER COUNTRY 


(not Just another "Wild Bird" store) 


(800) 451-6544 
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The Pursuit of Happiness 


Sparrow Compensation 


by STEPHEN INGRAHAM 


f he New Mexico Rare Bird Alert 
reported the banding of significant 
numbers of Clay-colored Sparrows in 
Albuquerque, which is only 120 miles 
east of us here on the high mesas of the 
New Mexico-Arizona border. 

Our local checklist, compiled from 
the records of several dedicated 
birdwatchers for the last 10 years, lists 
the Clay-colored Sparrow as a rare 
migrant in the spring and absent in the 
fall. As a single-area birder, this check- 
list is my personal labor of love, and I 
hoped I might add Clay-colored Spar- 
rows to the fall list. 

I knew there were Brewer's, Chip- 
ping, White-crowned, Vesper, Savan- 
nah, Lincoln’s, Swamp and Song spar- 
rows in the area. I could not help but 
wonder if there was a Clay-colored 
Sparrow among them. 

I knew distinguishing fall Spizellas 
would be tricky. I hoped that Kenn 
Kaufman covered the topic in his book, 
Advanced Birding (a new addition to 
the Peterson Field Guide Series). I had 
a brand-new copy of it on my shelf. 
Voila! A list of field marks included 
crown stripes, malar stripes, gray col- 
lars, breast wash—got it! 

Because I am blessed with a job that 
leaves my days free from 8a.m. until 
3p.m., I can devote significant day- 
light hours to my birding whims. It 
rained for the next few days, but at the 
first sign of clearing 1 was out in my 
mud boots and birding vest to beat the 
brush for sparrows. 

I spent four and one-half hours that 
first day, walking through the sage, 
rabbit and salt brush just beyond our 
pond, kicking up more sparrows than 
I really wanted to see. My eyes ached 
from repeatedly focusing my binocu- 
lars. 

Too often, I was carrying 20 pounds 
of wet New Mexico clay on each boot. 
The sparrows, running three Brewer's 


for every one Chipping, always landed 
on the backside of bushes. Near the 
end of my hike, I began to wonder if it 
really mattered if one or two Clay- 
colored Sparrows slipped through our 
area unseen on their way to Mexico 
each fall. 

After staring at well over 100 Brewer's 
Sparrows, I caught a bird in my bin- 
ocular field that was different. My mind 
screamed, “Whoa!” 

What was this? Buff eyebrow? I 
whipped out ny trusty pocket recorder 
and listed the field marks as I saw 
them. The bird disappeared into the 
brush, but a few moments later one 
hopped up onto a fence wire. 

This was definitely a different bird! 
By the marks, I was all but certain it 
was an immature Clay-colored Spar- 
row. My spirits soared. 

But then, given the difficulties of 
field identification, who would believe 
me if I said I saw a Clay-colored Spar- 
row? Did I believe it myself? I needed 
hard evidence. 

Over the next week, I was out with 
my camera and various lenses ranging 
from 250mm to 800mm, trying to get 
one of the birds on film. Lick, how- 
ever, was not with me. Each time I did 
catch a glimpse ofa Clay-colored Spar- 
row, the bird was long gone by the 
time I focused my lenses. 

Without decent photos, my fall Clay- 
colored Sparrow record isa “probable” 
at best. But the photographs I man- 
aged to get of a Grasshopper Sparrow 
and a female Dickcissel (neither of 
which were then on my checklist) were 
fair compensation for my time. 

With or without physical evidence 
of my sighting, with or without my 
compensation of photographing other 
birds, I would not have missed slosh- 
ing through the New Mexico mud and 
wrestling with the subtleties of Spizella 
identification for anything. 








“Cardinals on a Snowy Branch” 
In full color on fine china; 

Shown smaller than actual 

diameter of 81/2 inches 

“1990 W. S. George 





A winter wonderland for two... 


a Bradford Exchange recommendation 


As dawn breaks on this crisp winter morning, an alert 
cardinal pair perched on a snow-covered oak branch 
greets the day. Lively and robust, they might at any 
moment fly off to enjoy the sunny, open sky. 
“Cardinals on a Snowy Branch” is a limited edition 
collector's plate created from the work of renowned wild- 
life artist Russel Cobane. And, like exceptional plates that 
command hundreds of dollars on the plate market, 
“Cardinals on a Snowy Branch” appears to have what 
it takes to go up in value once the edition closes. 
Not every plate goes up in value; some go down. But 
the edition of “Cardinals on a Snowy Branch’ is strictly 
limited to a maximum of 150 firing days, and demand 
is expected to be strong. So, if you wish to obtain this 
plate at the $29.50 issue price, the time to act is now. To 
order your plate — fully backed by our 365-day uncon- 
ditional guarantee — send no money now, simply com- 


plete and mail the coupon at right. — 1 ace GcB-588 


ip—-—-—------------ HSE LAD ESCO CS 


Order Form for “Cardinals on a Snowy Branch’ 


The Bradford Exchange 
Please respond by: October 31,1991 


9345 Milwaukee Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60648 

Please enter my order for “Cardinals on a Snowy Branch.” 
I understand Ineed SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed 
$29.50,* when my plate is shipped. Limit: one plate per customer. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| x 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Signature 


( ) 
Telephone 





Name (Please Print) 





Address 


City State 
*Plus a total of $3.49 postage and handling, and sales tax where goplibhe 


The plate price in Canada is $39.50. Pending credit approval. 


es 






5941-E56491 
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SELVA VERDE 
Costa Rican Green Paradise 
BIRDING IN COSTA RICA! 


We are located in the lush tropical 
rain forest, two hours northeast of 
San Jose, in a wonderland of clean 
rivers and streams, under a canopy of 
hundreds of tree species, and over 
500 SPECIES OF BIRDS can be 
counted. 

At your doorstep are hiking trails, 
swimming, canoeing, river rafting, 
nature photography, fishing, nature 
research and a world of minute dis- 
coveries. For more information. on 
SELVA VERDE... 


Call 1-800-451-7111 
SELVA VERDE LODGE 


3540 N.W. 13th Street 
Gainesville, Florida 32609 






























THE 


BIRDFEEDER 
A mild shock teaches squirrels to 
stay off these bird-friendly feeders. 


BATTERY OPERATED + MADE IN MAINE + SAFE » GUARANTEED 


EC 1-800-245-1597 


IN MAINE (207) 338-3500 





DOUBLE SIDE 


$129.95 











A CANOE ISN'T. 
Call toll-free 

1-800- 

354- 

0190. 


ITS EVERYTHING 


It weighs only 28 
pounds. For less 
than $800 you can 
buy more than 
acanoe, 








Three Wild Bird 
Products In One ! 


Solar Sipper 






First, it's the SOLAR SIPPER , the cold weather wild bird 
watering device. It uses the power of the winter sun as 
well as air insulation to extend the time water remains 
liquid in freezing temperatures. Second, by removing the 
solar top, it's a summer wild bird waterer. Third, again with 
the top off, it's a convenient all season tray feeder. 












bisucihoen $19.95 
+ Mounting Bracket......629.95 
Berry Red............ +++$22,.95, 
+Mounting Bracket... 
Mounting Bracket......... $14.95 

Add $4.00 Shipping 

MA residents add 5% sales tax. 
Allow 4-6 weeks del. 30 day 
money-back guarantee. 











Happy Bird Corp. P.0. Box 86, Weston, MA 02193 (617)899-7204 












ZEISS LEITZ KOWA NIKON 


BINOCULAR REPAIR 







CELESTRON 


BINOCULAR & 
( OPTICAL REPAIR 
SERVICE 
711 W, BROAD STREET 


FALLS CHURCH, VA 2206 703-241-4077 





TISANHSN4 







MIRADOR 







BAUSCH & LOMB 
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Bulletin Bird 








Bird Migration And Navigation 


any kinds of birds migrate. Most 
Mooi learn this fact in grade 
school and simply take it for granted, 
but migration is anything but simple. 

Imagine the curiosity and wonder 
that people must have felt when many 
species seemed to disappear during 
the fall only to return the following 
spring. Inthe 4thcentury B.C., Aristotle 
suggested that birds hibernate, a theory 
that was believed well into the 16th 
century. 

The mystery was solved when it was 
discovered that birds migrate. But the 
concept of migration gave rise to anew 
set of baffling questions, like: how do 
birds find their way from nesting sites 
to wintering areas—and back again? 

Some birds inherit the information 
they need to navigate their course dur- 
ing migratation. Genetics may explain 
the direction, timing and distance of 
migration for some species, but others 
like geese and cranes learn migration 
routes through social contacts with 
their family and other flock members. 

Today, ornithologists agree that a 
variety of factors are used alone or in 
some combination to help birds navi- 
gate during migration flights. Land- 
marks such as rivers, mountain ranges 
and forests are used by birds to orient 
themselves over familiar territory. 

Birds also use the sun as a daytime 
compass, and they are able to compen- 
sate for the sun’s movement through- 
out the day and keep a straight course. 
On overcast days, at night or during 
flights cver featureless oceans, birds 
utilize different means to plot their 
course. In addition to the sun, scien- 
tists have found that the stars and the 
earth’s magnetic field help guide mi- 
grating birds. 

Many birds have heightened senses 
that may assist in navigating. For ex- 
ample, some birds are known to have 
pressure sensors in their middle ear 
that can detect an approaching weather 
front with accompanying wind shift. 

The eyes of some species are very 
sensitive. Cells in the ophthalmic nerve 
of the Bobolink can detect magnetic 
field changes of as little as 0.5 percent 


of the earth’s main field. Some birds 
also have a heightened olfactory sense 
and memory for odors, which help 
them during migratory navigation. 

But why do birds migrate? Usually 
cold weather in the fall eliminates food 
sources like insects or flower nectar, 
which requires the birds to move to a 
location where food is more plentiful. 
Anabundance of food during the spring 
and summer has attracted many spe- 
cies to take advantage of seasonal re- 
sources in less hospitable locales, like 
arctic and alpine regions. 

Migration is defined as moving from 
one place to another. Although simple 
by definition, bird migration is truly 
amazing. Ornithologists continue to 
study bird migration and navigation, 
and people continue to be astounded 
by their complexities. 


What's Happening? 
* October | marks the opening of the 
new Visitor’s Center at Hawk Moun- 
tain Sanctuary. The new center in- 
cludes wildlife exhibits and an art gal- 
lery. For more information, contact 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Associa- 
tion, Route 2, Kempton, Pennsylvania 
19529; (215) 756-6961. 
* October 4-6. Join raptor enthusiasts 
for a Hawk Watch Weekend and see 
the “greatest show above the earth.” 
Contact the Pocono Environmental 
Education Center for information: RD 
2, Box 1010, Dingmans Ferry, Penn- 
sylvania 18328; (717) 828-2319. 
* October 5-6. See the 24th annual 
Ward Exhibition of Wildfowl Art at 
the Wicomico Civic Center in Salis- 
bury, Maryland. The exhibit will fea- 
ture more than 150 artists. Contact 
Jane Rollins at (800) 742-4988 for 
more information. 
* October 12. Sign up for a 10K run 
sponsored by the Amigos de Bolsa 
Chica, volunteers dedicated to pre- 
serving Bolsa Chica Wetlands in Hun- 
tington Beach, California. For infor- 
mation, contact Amigos de Bolsa Chica, 
P.O. Box 3748, Huntington Beach, CA 
92605; (714) 897-7003. @ 





The newest issue in Robin Hill’s ex 
new “American Garden Bira 


Life-size and lifelike i 
Hand-cast... hand, 


Shown actual size. 


hick-a-dee-dee-dee! You hear their song on a winter’s 

morning. Cheerfully they chirp to one another...then 
alight on boughs of holly, hanging heavy with snow. 

A pair of perky Black-capped Chickadees. Portrayed to 
perfection by Robin Hill—the master bird artist who has 
been exhibited by the Smithsonian Institution, London’s 
prestigious Tryon Gallery and the Dublin Museum of Art. 

Like those museum originals, each Chickadee is por- 
trayed with complete authenticity. Sculptured in fine detail 
using more than 25 separate castings which are hand- 
assembled and hand-finished. Each imported sculpture is then 
hand-painted using eight different ceramic colors. 

The result is a work truly worthy of the Gorham 
hallmark. A fine porcelain sculpture created in the 160 year 
old tradition of excellence for which Gorham is renowned. 
(Some Gorham porcelains have been known to appreciate 
300% or more!) 

To acquire Winter Serenade by Robin Hill, a prompt 
reply is requested. Please mail your order today. 




















by Robin Hill 





GORHAM 
Radio Circle, P.O. Box 507 
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 


I would like to acquire Winter Serenade by Robin 
Hill, crafted in fine bisque porcelain, hand-cast, 
hand-finished and entirely hand-painted. 

I need send no money now. I will be billed in 
five equal monthly installments of $19.* each, with 
the first payment due just prior to shipment. My 


satisfaction is completely guaranteed. 
*Plus $3.75 per sculpture for shipping & handling. Sales tax will be 
billed if applicable, Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

















Signature 
Name z 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY Z 
Address fe} 
~ 
City State Zip z 
5-244 6 











- THE CHICKADEE - 


Feeder for Chickadees 
Titmice — Nuthatches @ 
Lefo} (oh ifareia) 


It's Different — 

It's Better 

* Hang it dose to a 
window and enjoy 
these special birds 
year around 

* Very economical 
on seed usage 

* Larger birds and 
most sparrows 
cannot use it successfully 


Molded plastic 8" high, 6 1/2" diameter. 
“Choice of Red, Green or Brown." 

Send $8.95 plus $1.50 S/H for one, or $15.95 
plus $2.25 S/H for two. Prompt shipment. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money back. 


P.O. Box 103- WJ 


Beck's Williamsburg IN 47393 





BAT 


Zs Environmentally 
‘safe Insect control. 
"Bat Condominium" 
houses 30 to 50 bats, 
each eating thousands 
of mosquitoes per night, 
as well as gypsy moths, beetles and other 
harmful insects. Safe to humans and the en- 
vironment. Handcrafted in Maine, constructed 
to last. Instructions, bat information included. 
FREE CATALOG of bat and bird habitats and 
feeders. Dealer inquiries welcome. 

Coveside Conservation Products 

Five Islands, ME 04548 

ai 1-800-326-2807 


plus $5 shipping 
(ME res. add $1.50 tax) 





Keep small songbirdsin 
your garden. Our quality 
all wood salt box bird- Z 
house features detailed 
clapboard siding and 


cut cedar shingles, and a 
removable base for easy 
cleaning. 1-1/4” diam- 
eter hole just right for 
titmice, nuthatches, and 
downey woodpeckers. 

All parts precision cut, pre-drilled, fitted, ready for easy 
assembly. Includes detailed instructions. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

$24.95 plus $4.50 S/H. MA residents add 5% sales tax. 
Visa/MC order toll free 800-835-2246 ext. 202, or send 
check or M.O. Allow 2-4 weeks delivery. 


Colonial Birdhouses” 


P.O. BOX 116 - BERLIN, MA 01503 
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Reader Forum 





What incident or which acquaintance led you to start 


birding? 


[have always been interested in birds, 
but I was converted into a true birder 
one beautiful fall day in 1977. On a 
whim I took a drive toward Lenharts- 
ville, Pennsylvania, to enjoy the beau- 
tiful fall foliage. 

During my drive I saw signs for 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary and was 
curious, so I followed them to the top 
of a ridge and found my way to the 
visitor’s center. 

The path to the North Lookout was 
steep and full of rocks, but from this 
vantage point, I was treated toa breath- 
taking view of Pennsylvania fields and 
farmlands. As | took in the scenery, I 
spotted two beautiful Ospreys soaring 
past almost at eye level. What a sight! 

Once settled, I witnessed all kinds of 
raptorsas they sailed by on outstretched 
wings. As the morning continued, 
someone shouted that a “big bird” had 
appeared on the horizon. I watched as 
the silhouette grew larger until I real- 
ized that a Bald Eagle was flying to- 
ward me! 

The bird was so magnificent, my 
eyes filled with tears to the point that I 
could barely see through my binocu- 
lars. What an unforgettable sight! 

Since that day 14 years ago, I have 
been hooked on birding, particularly 
raptor-watching. I faithfully go to Hawk 
Mountain every chance I get in Sep- 
tember, October and November. No 
matter how many times I have gone, 
the sight of migrating raptors never 
ceases to inspire and amaze me. 

Karen Whitehill 

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 


My father taught me at an early age 
to be aware of birds, but it was not until 
Iwas in my late 40s that I really became 
a birdwatcher. I operate a day-care 
centerin my home. One morning in an 
attempt to entertain one of my school- 
aged children, | had him watch the 
Captain Kangaroo television show. 

Following the Captain’s directions, 
we made a bird feeder out of a milk 
carton, which we filled with wild bird- 


seed mix. We hung it in a small tree 
outside our playroom window. 

A Tufted Titmouse was the first bird 
to visit our feeder. Having no idea 
what this bird was, we borrowed my 
father’s bird book. Discovering its fa- 
vorite food is sunflower seeds, we 
quickly made another milk-carton 
feeder and filled it with sunflower seeds. 
Soon chickadees and goldfinches came. 

Again we consulted the bird book 
and found they like to dine on thistle 
seeds, so we added a tube feeder to our 
tree. By this time, the children had 
become very aware of any bird near 
our house, and looking at the bird 
book became their favorite pastime. 

The bird-feeder tree has long been 
cut down, and the boy who made that 
first feeder is married and has a bird 
feeder in his own yard. But I will never 
forget the first day the birds visited our 
milk-carton bird feeder. 

Mrs. Richard Maxson 

Kendallville, Indiana 


I started birding 33 years ago during 
a summer break while in college. I 
needed money for my schooling and 
the Wheeling, West Virginia, Boy Scout 
Council was looking fora nature direc- 
tor for its summer camp. I was an Eagle 
Scout and had earned all the required 
nature-related merit badges, including 
bird study. 

The position was offered to me, and 
I accepted. I was sent to a three-week 


This month’s “Reader Forum” 
question is: 


List the five favorite birds 
that visit your feeders. 


We will make this question into 
a mini-poll to see which birds you 
like best, so list them in your per- 
sonal order of preference. This 
should be interesting! 

Please send your response to: 
WildBird “Reader Forum,” P.O. 
Box 6050, Mission Viejo, CA 
92690. 
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ings (that’s up to $25) off the retail price. | understand that 
postage and handling will be added to all orders and that I may 
examine any book FREE for 15 days. 
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For Just $1 


When You Join The Nature Book Society! 


Discover a world where grizzlies roam 
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and man finds adventure in some 
of the most beautiful and exotic 
places on earth... 
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Butterflies (#086-0) 

Ecologue (#934-9) 

The Perennial Garden (#644-0) 

Rodale’s Encyc. of Herbs (#316-0) 
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Feeder for Chickadees 
Titmice — Nuthatches @ 
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It's Different — 

It's Better 

* Hang it close toa 
window and enjoy 
these special birds 
year around 

* Very economical 
on seed usage 

* Larger birds and 
most sparrows 
cannot use it successfully 





















Molded plastic 8" high, 6 1/2" diameter. 
“Choice of Red, Green or Brown.” 

Send $8.95 plus $1.50 S/H for one, or $15.95 
plus $2.25 S/H for two. Prompt shipment. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money back. 
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houses 30 to 50 bats, 
plus $5 shipping each eating thousands 
(ME res. add $1.50ax) "of mosquitoes per night, 


as well as gypsy moths, beetles ar 
harmful insects. Safe to humans ai 
vironment. Handcrafted in Maine, ¢ 
to last. Instructions, bat informatior 
FREE CATALOG of bat and bird h 
feeders. Dealer inquiries welcome. 

Coveside Conservation F 


Five Islands, ME 04 
ae 1-800-326-2807 





SALT BC 
f) Birdhous 


ASSEMBLY Kit Px 


Keep small songbirds in 
your garden, Our quality y, 
all wood salt box bird- J 
house features detailed 
clapboard siding and 
corner trim, individually | } 
cut cedar shingles, and a 
removable base for easy 
cleaning. 1-1/4” diam- 
eter hole just right for 
titmice, nuthatches, and 
downey woodpeckers. 

All parts precision cut, pre-drilled, fitted, ___, ___ __, 
assembly. Includes detailed instructions. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

$24.95 plus $4.50 S/H. MA residents add 5% sales tax. 
Visa/MC order toll free 800-835-2246 ext. 202, or send 
check or M.O. Allow 2-4 weeks delivery. 


Colonial Birdhouses” 


P.O. BOX 116 » BERLIN, MA 01503 
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Reader Forum 








What incident or which acquaintance led you to start 


birding? 


[have always been interested in birds, 
but I was converted into a true birder 
one beautiful fall day in 1977. On a 
whim I took a drive toward Lenharts- 
ville, Pennsylvania, to enjoy the beau- 
tiful fall foliage. 

During my drive I saw signs for 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary and was 
curious, so I followed them to the top 
of a ridge and found my way to the 
visitor’s center. 

The path to the North Lookout was 
steep and full of rocks, but from this 
vantage point, I was treated toa breath- 
taking view of Pennsylvania fields and 
farmlands. As I took in the scenery, I 
spotted two beautiful Ospreys soaring 
past almost at eye level. What a sight! 

Once settled, I witnessed all kinds of 
raptors as they sailed by on outstretched 
wings. As the morning continued, 
someone shouted that a “big bird” had 


seed mix. We hung it in a small tree 
outside our playroom window. 

A Tufted Titmouse was the first bird 
to visit our feeder. Having no idea 
what this bird was, we borrowed my 
father’s bird book. Discovering its fa- 
vorite food is sunflower seeds, we 
quickly made another milk-carton 
feeder and filled it with sunflower seeds. 
Soon chickadees and goldfinches came. 

Again we consulted the bird book 
and found they like to dine on thistle 
seeds, so we added a tube feeder to our 
tree. By this time, the children had 
become very aware of any bird near 
our house, and looking at the bird 
book became their favorite pastime. 

The bird-feeder tree has long been 
cut down, and the boy who made that 
first feeder is married and has a bird 
feeder in his own yard. But I will never 
forget the first day the birds visited our 
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attempt to entertain one of my school- 
aged children, I had him watch the 
Captain Kangaroo television show. 
Following the Captain’s directions, 
we made a bird feeder out of a milk 
carton, which we filled with wild bird- 
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should be interesting! 

Please send your response to: 
WildBird “Reader Forum,” P.O. 
Box 6050, Mission Viejo, CA 
92690. 
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C) THISTLE 

C] FINE SUNFLOWER 
CHIPS 
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For Hummingbird and 
Oriole Feeders 


TRAP-IT ™ 


Lt IM GLAD THEY’ RAVE A 


“TRAP. IT“ (T REALLY 
KEEPS THOSE BUTS AWAY! 


© Extra Heavy Duty Nylon 

© Lock Draw String 

© More of a Natural Feeding Station 
$3.95 ea. (ppd.) 
$11.00 (ppd.) 


Any Three Stockings 
Dealecs Welcomed 


. ay ; Wildlife Accessories 
gc ats RR5 Box 488-wb, Cynthiana, Ky 41031 


USA! 
(AB States) (606) 234-1281 


$4.50 Postage Paid/48 States 
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U-VIEW BIRD FEEDER 
Made fo finished Western 
Red Cedar, this educational 
and entertaining feeder, 

_ through the use of a one way 
_ mirrored window, allows you 
to closely observe the birds 
feeding without disturbing 

_ them. Easy energy efficient 
installation allows feeder to 
_ be filled from the inside. 

q $79.95 

_ (Check Classified Ads) 


: Pad 
WORKS 


. P.O. Box 266 
' Moorhead, lowa 51558 
712) 886-5425 
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PAC- A-BLIND 
(Patent Pending) 


Lightweight, Portable Blind for 
Wildlife Photographers and 
Animal Observers. 





Becomes a Back Pack when 
folded. Assemble to tree in 

less than one(1) minute. No 

tools required. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
K-FORMS, INC. 

225 Parsons Street 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
(616) 342-2876 
(MI residents add 4% sales tax.) 
Order now for free delivery! 
(in USA only) 


Durable Water Resistant Nylon, 
Urethane coated for rain, snow 
and wind protection. 52’’ wide x 
54” long x 48” high. Provides 
plenty of room for small chair or 
seat cushion, and extra gear. 


All materials manufactured in the USA. 


14 WildBird / October 1991 








intensive nature study course held at 
Olegbay Park in Wheeling. 

The instructor had a way, which I 
tried to emulate with my scouts, that 
made watching, studying and listen- 
ing to birds so exciting. Our daily bird 
walks became the highlight of the 
course for me. I tried to carry this over 
when I woke the boys at 6a.m. for their 
merit-badge bird walks. 

When the course was over, I was 
inspired. But I was not satisfied that I 
knew enough in the area of bird iden- 
tification. So during the two weeks 
prior to the opening of camp, I spent 
several hours every day in the woods 
with my binoculars and my field guide. 
Hear a bird, see a bird, follow a bird, 
look it up to verify its identity. It was 
exciting. I was hooked, and | still am. 

William Ferrell 

Farwell, Michigan 


My start in birdwatching and feed- 
ing started soon after I had surgery in 
the fall of 1989. My mother could not 
be near me, so she asked my husband 
to buy me a plant or flowers for her. 

He had cleaned the gift shop out of 
flowers, and plants cringe at the mere 
thought of living in my house. We 
decided that a bird feeder would better 
entertain me during my recovery. 

We hung the feeder on a porch out- 
side a large glass door that was at the 
foot of the bed, so I could see it easily. 
At first my husband was discouraged, 
but I was more patient. 

Lalso like squirrels and put out pea- 
nuts to attract them as well. The next 
thing I knew, Blue Jays were stealing 
the peanuts from the squirrels. 

Soon I had sparrows and chickadees 
eating at my feeder, too. It was funny to 
watch them try to land the first few 
times. They would just hover a few 
inches away trying to figure out just 
how to go about it. 

Later that spring we moved to the 
apartment upstairs and, of course, took 
the feeder with us. After only a couple 
of days, the birds found our new loca- 
tion. 

The number of birds it drew was 
incredible. One day I went out onto 
the porch with my camera, and took a 
picture so I could count all the birds. 
There were 85 in all! 

Joanne Babic 

Des Monies, lowa 





When I was 10 years old, my older 
sister was engaged to a birdwatcher. 
He was very kind and would talk with 
me about birds. He would show me his 
bird book, pointing out all the differ- 
ent species he had seen. I started to 
watch birds, mostly in our yard. 

When he was killedina car accident, 
my sister gave me his Peterson’s field 
guide, which was falling apart and 
taped together. 1 became even more 
interested in birding. Now, at 43, I 
love watching and feeding birds in my 
own backyard, and I still have and use 
“his” book. 

Wanda Kallevang 

Menomonie, Wisconsin 


Inthe mid-1930s, Church & Dwight 
soda company offered bird cards. | 
learned enough about birds from them 
to maintain an enthusiasm throughout 
my life. 

Recently we have added to our life 
list by visiting Malheur Wildlife Ref- 
uge in Oregon and Nisqually Wildlife 
Refuge in Washington. 

James Dunham 

Seattle, Washington 


I live one block from Lost Lagoon in 
Stavley Park. One sunny afternoon 
about eight years ago, I saw six Great 
Blue Herons fishing. They were sepa- 
rated from each other by about 10 feet. 
What a sight the beautiful and digni- 
fied birds made. 

Later, I learned that a large heron 
colony is located near the Vancouver 
Aquarium (a short distance away). It is 
one of British Columbia’s oldest heron 
colonies. Just last year, spotting scopes 
were put up nearby through which 
visitors can observe the heron’s nest- 
ing activities. What a treat! 

Sandra Lauzon 

Vancouver, British Columbia 


My interest in birding began when I 
was at Point Pelee National Park. I saw 
people with binoculars peering into 
trees and asked what they were look- 
ing at. They told me birds, and let me 
look through their binoculars. 

Ever since then, I have been birding. 
Luckily, I am only a half-hour drive 
from Point Pelee, which has the best 
birding in Ontario. 

Albert Wanklin 

Essex, Ontario we 




















Discount prices... 


on Bausch & Lomb, Bushnell, Zeiss, Leica, Questar, 
Mirador, Optolyth, Kowa, Nikon, Celestron, Meade, 
Swift, Swarovski, & more. 


SWIFT 8.5 x 44mm AUDUBON 
A very high quality binocular designed by National (¥ 
Audubon Society field directors specifically for \¥ ‘s 
birding. A wide 8.2° field, 13’ close focus, bright low eae iN 
light images, a lifetime warranty. Rated a “best buy” in : 
a binocular review in Cornell University’s Living Bird 


i 
‘ba s iy CN 
Quarterly. Our price saves you 42%! See our catalog for ¥' ON ‘eS = 
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full details on this Swift and all our other fine birding optics \ 


— including the new 10 x 50mm Swift Audubons! @ ey) 
$ SA 
$375 $21 9 freight-paid 


Send aself-addressed stamped envelope (98¢ postage) for our free 40-page Discount 
Price List and Catalog 91W that tells you how to pick the right binoculars and spotting 
scopes. At christophers, Itd., we discount price, not quality or service. We're not a 
New York camera store and we won't treat you like one. In our 13th year of saving you 
money on birding binoculars, spotting scopes, and astronomical telescopes. 


christophers, ltd. 


Mastercard, Visa, American Express, Discover, Optima cards. 
Hours 10-5:30 CST, Mon. thru Fri. U.S. & Canadian sales only. 3% freight on credit card orders. 


2401 Tee Circle, Suite 106, Norman, OK 73069 
Toll-Free Order Line: (800) 356-6603 Advice/Tech Questions: (405) 364-4898 











From 17.50 
..ASk about our Test House 


Finch Proof Feeders.... 


Mini AG 
$15.00 
Chickadees Love It! 


Ol Sam Peabody Co. 


109 N. Main 
Berrien Springs, MI 49103 


(616) 471-4031 


A leader in Birdfeeding Supplies 


A National Distributor for Droll Yankees 
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IT’S SQUIRREL PROOF 


JONBOY 


WILD BIRD 
FEEDER 


Here is a feeder that is virtually 
squirrel proof. The squirrel’s 
weight or that of larger, unde- 
sirable birds, closes the feed 
ports tightly preventing access. 
It is also the only feeder of its 
type to feed from two sides. Two 
large glass panels let you see 
when to refill. The Jonboy is 
constructed of galvanized steel 
and is painted a natural gray- 
green. It mounts easily on a 
4x4 post and holds over 15 Ibs 
of feed. 


We know you'll be satisfied with 
your Jonboy feeder. If not, call us. 


ONLY 
$59.95 


Plus $4.50 shipping and handling. 
MN residents add 6% sales tax. 


VISA & MASTERCARD ORDERS 
CALL TOLL FREE: 


1-800-677-6543 





We offer a wide variety of feeders, bird houses 
and specialty feeds. For a free catalog, call our 
toll free number or write the RFG Mail Order 
Department. 


ROBBINSDALE 


FARM anb-GARDEN 


4719 42nd Avenue North 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422-1223 
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Birder’s Quiz 





Thrashers Of North America 


by JOHN PEPIN and JON FISHER 


T hese enchanting mimics are elu- 
sive and well known to birders for 
their beautiful songs. Most thrashers 
are drably colored in shades of brown 
or gray and have long tails and down- 
curved bills. Test your knowledge of 
these species that prefer life on the 
ground and low vegetation. 


1. This thrasher is the most widely 
distributed in the United States. 

A. Brown Thrasher 

B. Sage Thrasher 

C. Crissal Thrasher 

D. None of the above 


2. What species has a unique short bill 
and plain breast? 

A. Sage Thrasher 

B. Bendire’s Thrasher 

C. Crissal Thrasher 

D. None of the above 


3. Which thrasher is sometimes the 
victim of cowbird nest parasitism? 

A. Sage Thrasher 

B. Curve-billed Thrasher 

C. Long-billed Thrasher 

D. All of the above 


4. The Untied States range of this 
species is limited to a small area of the 
Southwest. 

A. Curve-billed Thrasher 

B. Bendire’s Thrasher 

C, LeConte’s Thrasher 

D. All of the above 


5. This species’ primary song is a con- 
tinued warbling rather than the de- 
tached, bubbling phrases characteris- 
tic of most thrashers. 

A. Brown Thrasher 

B. Bendire’s Thrasher 

C. Long-billed Thrasher 

D. None of the above 


6. Which of the following thrashers 
nest as far north as Canada? 





Photo: Curve-billed Thrasher by Larry Brock 


A. Curve-billed Thrasher 
B. Sage Thrasher 

C. California Thrasher 
D. None of the above 


7. Where does the name “thrasher” 
come from? 

A. These birds’ habit of erratically 
thrashing their heads back and 
forth 

B. Farmers in England used these 
birds as grain threshers during 
the Middle Ages 

C. The birds’ technique of thrash- 
ing violently through leaves and 
brush in search of insects 

D. None of the above 


8. Which species of thrasher is found 
only in California throughout the year? 
A. LeConte’s Thrasher 
B. Sage Thrasher 
C. Bendire’s Thrasher 
D. None of the above 


9. White tips on the outer tail feathers 
identify which species? 

A. Curve-billed Thrasher 

B. Crissal Thrasher 

C. Sage Thrasher 

D. All of the above 


10. Which thrasher is found only in 
Texas and areas south of the American 
border? 

A. Long-billed Thrasher 

B. Bendire’s Thrasher 

C. LeConte’s Thrasher 

D. All of the above 





Join the 
National 
Audubon 
Society 
and receive 


Six issues of 
AUDUBON, 


Now at a special introductory 
rate—$15 off the regular 
yearly fee. 


AUDUBON magazine, published six 
times yearly, is the Society’s award- 
winning bimonthly journal. Discover 

the natural world as never before in 
breathtaking photos and fascinating 
articles. AUBUBON takes you from 

the polar hush of Alaska to the tropical 
lushness of the Everglades. AUDUBON 
stimulates you with knowledge, beauty, 
controversy, criticism, news and humor. 
Nowhere else will you find a more satisfying 
and provocative publication. But the 
magazine is just one of the benefits of 
joining us now. As a member you receive: 


e Automatic membership in one of the 
500 local Audubon chapters, if there’s 
one in your area, where you can explore 
your local habitat through field trips and 
conservation projects. 

© Opportunity to receive Audubon Activist, 
our free monthly newsletter. 

e Invitations to Audtibon’s Ecology 
Camps, Nature Centers and Sanctuaries. 
e Eligibility for wide-ranging Audubon 
Tours—breathtaking expeditions to 
destinations from the Amazon to the 
Galapagos Islands. 


© Opportunities to purchase books, collect- 
ibles, and gifts of particular interest. 


And just as important, your member- 
ship dollars directly support the 
National Audubon Society’s efforts to 
help save the balance and beauty of 
nature, promote energy conservation, 
protect endangered wildlife and 
habitats, fight pollution, and ensure 

a healthy environment. 


Join us today. 
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Our Gift to You 
With your paid membership, you’ll 
receive—FREE—this durable Lexan 
birdfeeder. Eighteen inches high, it 

has eight perches and a special tamper- 
proof design. You can be sure it will 
draw a wide array of feathered 
visitors outside your door or 
window year-round. 

National Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 52515 

Boulder, CO 80321-2515 





National Audubon Society 
Membership Application 


A special no-risk, trial membership. | 


(YES, enroll me as a National Audubon Society 
trial member—bill me later at the special introduc- 
tory rate of just $20—a full $15 off the regular $35 
yearly membership fee. And rush me my free issue of 
AUDUBON magazine. If I decide to continue as a 
member, I'll pay your bill when I receive it—and my | 
birdfeeder will be sent as soon as you have my 
payment. If I decide membership isn’t for me, I'll 
return your invoice marked *‘cancel’’ and owe 

nothing. In that case, the first issue of AUDUBON is | 
mine to keep FREE. 





NAME 





ADDRESS | 





CITY STATE ZIP 
Allow 4-6 weeks for first issue of AUDUBON. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of 
BIRDFEEDER trom receipt of payment. Membership dues include $20 for 

AUDUBON magazine. | 


National Audubon Society 
PO. Box 52515 Boulder, CO 80321-2515 
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irders recognize frosty au- 
tumn nights as the beginning 
of the winter bird-feeding 


season. It is time to pull out the feed- 
ers, winterize the baths and plan a 
seed-buying strategy. Here are some 
tips to help backyard birders make the 
transition from warm to cold weather. 


Feeders 

First things first. After the hum- 
mingbirds start migrating, wait until 
you do not see any for at least a week 
before you take down your nectar feed- 
ers. In West Virginia where | live, that 
is usually early October. Across the 
southern tier of states this date will be 
weeks or months later, and in south- 
ern Arizona and California some hum- 
mers may stay all winter. 

Wash hummingbird (and oriole) 
feeders thoroughly with soapy hot 
water. Then rinse and dry them and 
store them away until next spring. 

Now, pull out your winter feeders. If 
they were cleaned and stored in sealed 
boxes last spring, they should be ready 
to hang and fill with foods. But if you 
just stashed them in the garage or 
basement, you may need to spend 
some time pulling out mouse nests and 
hosing off settled dust. 

A few years ago | learned the hard 
way. | hung a large four-quart tube 
feeder in a storage shed. I did not have 
a box big enough to store it in, so I just 
hung it on a hook. 

When | pulled it out the following 
September, it was stuffed full of leaves 
and fiberglass insulation. The deer mice 
that wintered in the feeder had helped 
themselves toa roll of insulation stored 
in another part of the building. It took 
me at least 30 minutes to remove all 
the nesting material that was crammed 
into the maze of criss-crossing perches 
that bisected the tube. 

If you are new to this business of 
feeding birds you may wonder what 
you need to get started. Try a post- 
mounted platform feeder, a large plas- 
tic tube feeder (at least the two-quart 
capacity size) and a suet basket. 

Platform feeders with screened bot- 
toms work best. Water drains from 


Tube feeders filled with thistle will 
attract a variety of finches, like 
these American Goldfinches. 


them quickly, and the seed is less likely 
to spoil. Because trays are open and 
accessible, they are often used and 
sometimes dominated by larger birds 
such as doves, jays and grosbeaks. 

Tube feeders have smaller perches 
and thus attract smaller birds. Sun- 
flower seeds will draw finches, chicka- 
dees, titmice, nuthatches and small 
woodpeckers. To make a tube avail- 
able to larger birds, simply buy a tray 
to attach to the bottom. I often see two 
or three cardinals at a time on my tube 
trays. 

Suet baskets, made of plastic-coated 
wire mesh, are one of the best buys in 
the bird-feeding business because they 
are inexpensive and last forever. 
Whether you make your own suet or 
buy commercially prepared blocks, 
woodpeckers, chickadees, titmice and 
nuthatches will be grateful. So will 
raccoons from time to time. That is 
why it is a good idea to hang suet 
feeders under a plastic dome designed 
to discourage squirrels and other un- 
wanted dinner guests. 

If you have been feeding birds for a 
few years and have a basic setup, per- 
haps it is time to add a new feeder or 
two. Try a thistle tube for finches or a 
dome-covered bowl for all the strong- 
footed clinging birds—finches, chicka- 
dees, titmice, nuthatches and wood- 
peckers. Domes not only discourage 
squirrels and raccoons, they also pro- 
tect feeding birds from rain, snow and 
avian predators. 


Seed 


Selecting the correct seed is a story 
in itself, but suffice it to say you cannot 
go wrong using black-oil sunflower 
seeds, striped sunflower seeds, saf- 
flower seeds, white millet and thistle. 

Isuggest that you avoid grocery store 
mixes. The milo that dominates most 
of these cheap mixes attracts few desir- 
able birds, and if your neighbors use 
“good” seed and you do not, the birds 
will simply stay on the other side of the 
fence. 

This is also a good time to plan a 
seed-buying strategy. If you are lucky 
enough to live near a feed store, you 
can buy seed as the demand warrants. 

But if you live in an isolated rural 
area like me or do not have a conve- 
nient seed source, you can ask your 
local dealer to offer a seed storage 
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information at your fingertips. 


MOVING? 


Send your current mailing 
label with your new 
address (please print) to: 


WildBird Subscription 
P.O. Box 483, 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0483 


Important! Because of the advance 
labeling system please allow 8 weeks 
for processing. 








program. Inform the dealer about what 
you will need each month, and he will 
buy it and store it for you. This elimi- 
nates the need to buy hundreds of 
pounds of seed at a time and insures 
the seller of a steady customer. 

Aretailer near Pittsburgh offers such 
an arrangement, and it has proven very 
successful. By buying all your seed at 
one store, repeat customers can usu- 
ally expect discounts. 

Many mail-order seed suppliers of- 
fer a similar plan. They will ship you a 
pre-arranged amount and kind of seed 
at predetermined intervals so you al- 
ways have a fresh supply on hand. 

The next problem is storing the seed 
you keep at home. Birdseed should be 
kept cool and dry to prevent mold, 
mildew and rot. Outside containers 
should be rodent- and raccoon-proof, 
as you can lose a lot of seed in one 
night’s raid. 

A large galvanized garbage can with 
a weighted lid works well. Keep it in 
the house or garage to prevent raccoon 
(or even bear) damage. Make sure the 
lid is closed securely, even if you keep 
it in the house. 


Water 

Water is an important offering for 
many winter birds. This often over- 
looked resource attracts all types of 
birds. Open water in freezing weather 
attracts as many or more birds as a 
well-stocked feeder. So store the drip- 
per or mister that you had on your bird 
bath all summer and pull out your 
heater. 

Electric water heaters keep water 
from freezing even during the coldest 
weather. The best kinds are submers- 
ible heaters, which can be placed di- 
rectly in the water. 

Remember that ceramic and con- 
crete birdbaths crack easily in freezing 
weather, so put these baths away until 
spring. The best winter baths are 
polypropylene saucers with rough sur- 
faces. They tolerate all extremes of 
weather and work well with an electric 
heater. 

One word of caution. All electrical 
devices are potentially dangerous so 
be sure to use a heavy-duty, high- 
quality, outdoor extension cord to plug 
your birdbath heater into an electrical 
source. 





peckers came to the suet. I am 
really disappointed. Could you offer 
some explanation? 

Vivian Keevitsch 

New Ulm, Minnesota 


A. Several possibilities come to 
mind. Check your seed, it may be old 
and moldy if left over from the previ- 
ous year. Perhaps, one of your neigh- 
bors put up some thistle feeders that 
“your” goldfinches found more attrac- 
tive than what you offer in your feed- 
ers. Another reason could be that the 
local goldfinch population that fre- 
quents your yard may have been wiped 
out inastorm. Ora major local habitat 
disturbance (new mall or parking lot) 
may have claimed the old fields the 
goldfinches occupied. 


Cleaning Feeders 


e The WildBird issue about 
hummingbirds was really great. 
When I read that feeders should be 
kept clean and free of harmful 
molds, I was concerned. I cannot 
get my feeders completely clean. 
The instructions with my feeders 
said not to use soap to clean the 
feeder. What can I do? Must I throw 
the feeder out? 

Gale Noble 
Oceanside, California 


A. It is all right to scrub a nectar 
feeder with soap as long as you rinse it 
well later. Soak your feeders in hot, 
soapy water and scrub them with a 
bottle brush. 

Your problem highlights the impor- 
tance of buying hummingbird feeders 
that are easy toclean. That should be a 
major consideration when you buy 
your next nectar feeder. 


Bluebird Failures 


Q. I have had bluebird boxes 
up for four years. But every year at 
least one brood dies just when they 
look like they are ready to leave the 
nest. Can you tell me why? 

Joan Carvell 

Richfield, Pennsylvania 


A. Not every nesting attempt is 
successful. One possibility is that 
broods succumb to a heavy infestation 
of bluebird blowflies. Adult female 
blowflies lay their eggs in the nesting 
material. After the blowfly eggs hatch, 
the maggots visit the nest each night. 
They attach themselves to the legs of 
the nestling bluebirds and take blood 
meals. During the day they retreat into 
the nesting material, so unsuspecting 
nest-box monitors rarely see them. 

Fortunately, blowflies are rarely fa- 
tal, though heavy infestations can drain 
so much blood from nestlings that 
they weaken and die. These blowflies 
attract other cavity-nesters as well, es- 
pecially Tree Swallows. 


Hybrid Warblers 


e Do warblers interbreed? I 
recently saw a bird that looked just 
like a Black-and-white Warbler but 
it had yellow markings similar toa 
Yellow-rumped Warbler. 

Dorothea Shipp 
Greenwood, Virginia 


A. Seeing and positively identify- 
ing hybrid warblers is a tricky business 
best left to expert field ornithologists. 
The bird you saw was probably an 
eastern Yellow-rumped Warbler in 
vivid breeding plumage. 

The purpose of bird song and the 
unique appearance of each species is to 
maintain the integrity of the species. 
Occasionally, however, some warblers 
do interbreed, but most hybrid crosses 
produce sterile eggs. 

The most notable warbler hybrids 
are listed in some field guides. For 
example, the cross between Blue- 
winged and Golden-winged warblers 
produce “Brewster’s” and “Lawrence’s” 
warblers. A Northern Parula-Yellow- 
throated Warbler cross yields “Sutton’s” 
Warblers. And out west, Townsend’s- 
Hermit Warbler hybrids are sometimes 


seen. WB} 


If you have a question about birds, 
please send your letter to “WildBird 


Q-and-A,” P.O. Box 6050, Mis- 
sion Viejo, CA 92690. 
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Photo File 





WildBird’s 1991 Photo Contest Winners! 


fter searching through 868 

color photographs of birds 

that were entered in the 
third annual WildBird Photo Contest, a 
group of 20 judges assembled to select 
the top three prize winners in each of 
the six contest categories. The result of 
this judging fills the following 10 pages 
in living color. 

The sheer number of entries was 
overwhelming, and the quality of pho- 
tographs was impressive. The editors 
of WildBird heartily thank everyone 
who sent entries, making this the most 
successful of our annual photo con- 
tests. 

Wealso congratulate all the winning 
photographers. We think you willagree 
that their photographs are spectacular! 





FIRST — A sunning Anhinga 
was photographed in Ever- 
glades National Park by Don 
Clary of Rancho Palos Verdes, 
California. As winner of the 
Open Category, the image 
graces this issue’s cover. 
(Canon T-90, 400mm Canon 
lens, 1/125 at f5.6, Fuji Velvia 
50.) 








THIRD — Jack Jeffrey from Hilo, Hawaii, captured this exciting image 
of an liwi, a Hawaiian honeycreeper, in the tropical vegetation of the 
Big Island. (Canon T-90; 400mm Canon lens; 1/250 at 5.6; 
Kodachrome 64.) 


OPEN CATEGORY 





SECOND — This colorful photograph of a Red-bellied Woodpecker was taken by James Hurt in his backyard 
in Joelton, Tennessee. (Minolta X-700; Sigma 70-210 zoom lens; 1/125 at f4; Fujichrome 100.) 
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SECOND — (Flight) Janet Haas from Milford, Michigan, captured 
a flock of Tundra Swans as they took flight after feeding during a 
migration stopover in Huron County, Michigan. (Nikon N8008; 
300mm Nikkor lens; 1/250 at f4; Fuji Velvia 50.) 


FLIGHT CATEGORY 














THIRD — (Flight) A Little Blue Heron in breeding plumage was 
photographed near Dunnellon, Florida, by George Kremer from 
Walker Valley, New York. (Minolta 9000; 300mm Minolta lens with a 
1.4x multiplier; 1/500 at f4; Fujichrome 100.) 
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THIRD — (Backyard) Bob 
Gress, from Wichita, Kansas, 
caught the iridescent colors in 
his photo of a Wild Turkey 
gobbler that visited a farm- 
yard feeder near Latham, 
Kansas. (Canon A-1; 400mm 
Novoflex lens; 1/125 at f5.6; 
Kodachrome 64.) 





FIRST — (Flight) A female Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird was cap- 
tured in flight as it zeroed in on a 
nectar source by E.T. Royster. The 
well-timed photograph was taken in 
backyard in Chatham, 
The image is enlarged as 
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of a backyard birdhouse in 
Hopkins, South Carolina. 
(Nikon F4; 300mm Nikon lens 
with a 1.6 extender; 1/4 at 
2.8; Fujichrome 100.) 
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THIRD — (Flight) A. 
photographed near Dunnellon, Florida, by George Kremer from 
Walker Valley, New York. (Minolta 9000; 300mm Minolta lens with a 
1.4x multiplier; 1/500 at f4; Fujichrome 100.) 


Novoflex lens; 1/125 at 5.6; 
Kodachrome 64.) 
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FIRST — (Backyard) Eastern 
Bluebirds are a backyard favorite, 
so it is perhaps appropriate that 
David Jennings’ composition was 
selected as the first-place winner. 
Jennings took the photo near his 
home in Bel Air, Maryland. (Nikon 
F3; 400mm Nikkor lens; 1/125 at 
5.6; Kodachrome 64.) 


SECOND — (Backyard) Fred 
Schwartz photographed this 
red-phase Eastern Screech Owl 
as it peeked out the entrance 
of a backyard birdhouse in 
Hopkins, South Carolina. 
(Nikon F4; 300mm Nikon lens 
with a 1.6 extender; 1/4 at 
2.8; Fujichrome 100.) 


FIRST — (Flight) A female Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird was cap- 
tured in flight as it zeroed in ona 
nectar source by E.T. Royster. The 
well-timed photograph was taken in 
Royster’s backyard in Chatham, 
Virginia. The image is enlarged as 
“Flying Free” on page 76. (Nikon 
FE2; 300mm Nikkor lens; 1/250 at 
f16; Fujichrome 50.) 


BACKYARD 
CATEGORY 


WildBird / October 1991 31 











32 WildBird / October 199] 











FIRST — This spectacular photo of a Flammulated Owl with 
its scorpion prey was taken at night with strobe flashes in 
Madera Canyon, Arizona, by Tucson photographer Greg 
Homel. Homel balanced 30 feet up in the top of a juniper tree 
near a perch used by the nesting pair of owls during a three- 
night period to get this image. (Canon T-90; 80-200mm 
Canon zoom lens; two Canon 300TL strobes; 1/250 at f16; 
Kodachrome 64.) 


SECOND — This Ovenbird nesting portrait was taken near 
Baraboo, Wisconsin, while photographer Peter Urbanski, 
from Winthrop, Maine, was being bitten by uncountable 
mosquitoes after setting up artificial lighting and a blind. 
The nestlings include two Ovenbirds and two Brown-headed 
Cowbirds. (Nikon EL-2; 200mm Nikon lens; strobe and 
umbrella lighting assembly; 1/60 at 16; Kodachrome 64.) 


pwn 


THIRD — A flock of loafing Atlantic Puffins was photo- 
graphed on Machias Seal Island off the coast of Maine by 
Linda Baker from Kingston, Ontario, in spite of rough seas, 
fog and a short photo shoot. (Pentax SF10; 70-210mm Pentax 
zoom lens; 1/250 at f8; Fujichrome 100.) 
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SECOND — A Blue-footed 
Booby was photographed by 
Greg Homel at Salton Sea in 
southeast California along 
with Brown Boobys while 
these seabirds visited the 
continental U.S.A. for the 
first time in a decade from 
June to August, 1990. 
(Canon T-90; 800mm 
Canon lens; 1/500 at f8; 
Kodachrome 64.) 


FIRST — The first Northern 
Jacana found in the United 
States west of Texas was 
photographed by Tucson 
cameraman Greg Homel in 
southeast Arizona in 1985. 
This unusual species is native 
to Mexico and Central 
America, but has been recorded 
in Florida and southern Texas 
wetlands prior to the Arizona 
sighting. (Canon T-90; 800mm 
Canon lens with a 1.4x Canon 
extender; 1/125 at f6.7; 
Kodachrome 64.) 
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THIRD — A Red- 
legged Kittiwake 
was photo- 
graphed at its 
nest on St. Paul 
Island on 
Alaska’s Pribilofs 
by Scott Martin 
from Tigard, 
Oregon. This 
species rarely is 
seen on land, 
except while 
nesting on a few 
isolated island 
colonies. (Nikon 
FM-2; 400mm 
Nikon lens; 

1/60 at f4; 
Kodachrome 64.) 











irst-place winners in the 1991 
WildBird Photo Contest receive 
a cash prize of $100. Second- 
place photographs are awarded $50, 
and third-place winners receive $25. 
Congratulations to all the winners! 
Each year we have seen an improve- 
ment in the level of competition, and 
we look forward to the 1992 WildBird 
Photo Contest with great anticipation. 
tch for the March 1992 “Photo File” 
year’s contest announcement 
and rules. But you may want to start 
photographing with this contest in 
mind today. Good luck! 
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THIRD — Tucson photographer 
Greg Homel took this comical 
photograph of a Herring Gull at 
Salton Sea, California. (Canon 
T-90; 800mm Canon lens; 1/250 
at f11; Kodachrome 64.) 





SECOND — David Jennings from 
Bel Air, Maryland, took this 
unusual photograph of a Canada 
Goose at a rural lake near his 
home. (Nikon F3; Nikkor 400mm 
lens; 1/60 at f3.5; Kodachrome 64.) 


I woke up with a 
terrible crink in my 
neck this morning! 


Who ’dat? 


FIRST — Greg Homel from Tucson, 
Arizona, took this strange photograph 
of a Green-backed Heron at Sanibel 
Island, Florida. (Canon T-90; 800mm 
Canon lens with a 1.4x extender; 1/125 
at {5.6; Kodachrome 64.) 


HUMOR CATEGORY 
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Last But Not Least— 


Finding The Least Grebe 


Article and Photograph by KEITH SZAFRANSKI 


I n my article about North American 
grebes in the August issue of 
WildBird, 1 conspicuously left out one 
native species, the Least Grebe. Be- 
cause its American range is confined to 
the southern tip of Texas, this grebe is 
the most difficult to find. But early this 
past spring, I finally met with the small- 
est member of the grebe family. 

My first encounter with the Least 
Grebe came at the Santa Ana National 
Wildlife Refuge southeast of McAllen, 
Texas. After spending about one-half 
hour in a photo blind 
on Willow Lake watch- 
ing a variety of other 
birds, I saw it swim- 
ming. The little gray 
bird with the yellow eye 
I had traveled more 
than 2000 miles to pho- 
tograph was quickly 
followed by another. 
This grebe pair seemed 
to have set up a terri- 
tory in a small cove in 
the weeds. They never strayed far from 
it and defended it from another Least 
Grebe pair that later appeared. 

Icould not use my float tube blind at 
the Santa Ana refuge, so I looked else- 
where to photograph these diminutive 
waterbirds. | headed for Bentsen Rio 
Grande State Park in Mission, south- 
west of McAllen. But all the shallow 
ponds there were bone dry. 

I took a look at the guest register 
with the hope of finding some more 
leads. Two references written earlier in 
the year led me to some ponds east of 
the park along Military Highway. 

Walking along the shoreline, bin- 
oculars in hand, I spotted at least four 
pairs of Least Grebes feeding in the 
shallow water. After obtaining permis- 
sion from the land manager, I set out to 


This grebe 

is the most 

difficult to 
find 


photograph the birds. In three days of 
camerawork, I saw more than 20 dif- 
ferent Least Grebes on this pond that 
covered only two to three acres. 

The Least Grebe may be found on 
many of the small ponds that dot the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley but their 
abundance from year to year is unpre- 
dictable. It is best to inquire locally 
before heading afield. 

The amount of water in the area 
affects the success of finding the birds. 
Both too little and too much rainfall 
can drive the birds to 
more suitable areas. 

Even when the birds 
are fairly abundant, 
they are not easy to 
find. Their small size 
and dull color make 
them difficult to spot 
along the weedy 
shorelines. 

If you are lucky 
enough toadd the Least 
Grebe to your life list 
while in the area, there are many other 
unique birds to make your visit even 
more worthwhile. Some of the birds I 
added to my list and to my photo files 
are the Green Jay, Plain Chachalaca, 
Golden-fronted Woodpecker, White- 
tipped Dove and Black-bellied Whis- 
tling Duck, to name a few. Add to this 
the possibility of catching a glimpse of 
the secretive ocelot or jaguarundi, and 
a trip to south Texas is a must for any 
serious birder. 

I talked with some of the birders 
who came from all over the country to 
see the birding paradise in the Lower 
Rio Grande. I was pleasantly surprised 
to find the Least Grebe toward the top 
of the most wanted list of many of 
these visitors. | know it was No. 1 on 
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A Western Shorebird Haven Offers Varied Birding From The 
Open Ocean To Olympic Forests 


Article and Photographs by FREDRICK SEARS 


escribed by one knowledgeable 

birder as “the most exciting birding 

area in Washington,” Grays Harbor 
is located in the southeast corner of coastal 
Washington between the Olympic Mountains 
and the Pacific Ocean, at the junction of U.S. 
Highway 101 and Route 12. As if hundreds of 
thousands of shorebirds were not enough to 
attract birders to this area, Grays Harbor is 
undeniably a place of interest to birders headed 
for Washington for a number of reasons. 

On a small area measured in tens of miles 
you can find birds typical of the open ocean, 
Pacific beaches, coastal wetlands, residential 
sites, second-growth forest and the deep forests 
of the Pacific Northwest. Three areas of special 
note in the area surrounding Grays Harbor are: 
Ocean Shores, Bowerman Basin and Westport. 

Ocean Shores is a resort community on the 
northern arm of the harbor. A well-known area 
for shorebirds, in recent years the beaches 
around Ocean Shores have attracted such rari- 
ties as Hudsonian and Bar-tailed godwits, Up- 
land and Buff-breasted sandpipers, and foreign 
vagrants like the Eurasian Dotterel and Ruffs. 

From the jetty at Point Brown on the very 
southwestern tip of the Ocean Shores peninsula, 





you can scan the ocean and the harbor to find 
seabirds, suchas shearwaters; a variety ofalcids, 
including Tufted Puffins, Pigeon Guillemots 
and Rhinoceros Auklets; loons; and rock shore- 
birds, like Ruddy and Black turnstones and 
Surfbirds. 

Inthe spring, watch for Snowy Plovers, which 
reportedly nest within the Oyhut Wildlife Area, 
east of Point Brown. The sheltered portion of 
the bay north of the Oyhut Wildlife Area can 
yield any of a number of exotic birds, but is 
almost certain to turn up Surf and White- 
winged scoters, Western and Eared grebes, 
alcids like Marbled Murrelets, Common Murres 
and Rhinoceros Auklets, as well as Brandt’s, 
Pelagic and Double-crested cormorants. 

Near Ocean Shores, sand dunes separate the 
beaches from inland forests. In winter, these 
sand-dune grass areas often attract Snowy Owls, 
Lapland Longspurs, Snow Buntings and Rough- 
legged Hawks. In spring and summer, poking 
about the shallow pools that form behind the 
sand dunes can yield Virginia Rails, Great Egrets 
and Green-backed Herons. 

In the thick coastal brush one can also find 
the “Myrtle” form of the Yellow-rumped War- 
bler, Northern Flickers, Bushtits and chicka- 
dees among other song- 
birds. The Ocean Shores 
area is also noted as one of 
the better areas in Wash- 
ington to view the spring 
warbler migration and to 
find Palm Warblers, which 
are rare elsewhere in the 
state. 

Beyond the dunes, the 
Olympic forests take over. 
Within these coniferous 
forests you should encoun- 
ter Varied Thrushes, Blue 
Grouse, Western Flycatch- 
ers, Gray and Steller’s jays, 
American Dippers and the 
Oregon race of the Dark- 
eyed Junco. 

If you wish to see virgin 











Most birders travel 
to Grays Harbor to 
observe shorebirds 
that concentrate 
there during 
migration. A Short- 
billed Dowitcher 
probes for food 
during a 
“refueling” stop 
(left), and a flock 
of migrating 
Dunlins takes 
flight over the 
Bowerman Basin 


(below). 
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forest, take an hour-long drive north of Grays 
Harbor on Highway 101 to the Hoh River. This 
is one of the few lowland old-growth forests left 


Additional Information 


Before you pack your bags for Grays Harbor, you should check to see 
that you have two items: rain gear and a spotting scope. Like many coastal 
areas in Washington, Grays Harbor weather often runs on the wet side, 
especially during fall and winter migrations when birding can be the most 
exciting. 

The solution is to bring good rain gear and waterproof boots. Spotting 
scopes are not required if everything is going right, but when the tide is out 
and the birds are feeding along the edge of the water one-half mile away, 
a spotting scope with a high-powered lens is very useful. 

Finally, if the weather is a bit too wet for your taste, there are numerous 
vantage points where you can bird from your car. 

The cities of Aberdeen, Hoquiam, Ocean Shores and Westport have 
many motels, hotels and small resorts where birders can stay. A list of 
restaurants and lodges is included in a brochure describing Bowerman 
Basin, which is available from the Grays Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
(506 Duffy Street, Aberdeen, WA 98250; 206-532-1924). 

For people who wish to camp or travel by R.V., there are many 
commercial campgrounds like “Good Sams.” Three local state parks— 
Twin Harbors, Ocean City and Grayland—offer camping facilities. 

Twin Harbors and Grayland state parks are both located south of 
Westport on Route 105. Twin Harbor has 332 camp sites and Grayland 
has 60. For information and reservations telephone Grayland State Park 
at (206) 753-4055 and Twin Harbor State Park at (206) 268-9565. 

Ocean City State Park is located two miles north of Ocean City on Route 
109. It is equipped with 181 sites and the park office can be reached at 
(206) 289-3553. 

The best guide to finding birds in Grays Harbor and the rest of 
Washington state is a small book by Terence Wahl and Dennis Paulson 
called A Guide to Bird Finding In Washington. Copies are available from 
Flora and Fauna Bookstore in Seattle (206 BES 4727), or from Terry Wahl 
(206-733-8255). 

If you would like to check on the latest exotic sightings in the state, call 
the Seattle Audubon's Rare Bird Alert at (206) 526-8266. Ss. 








Grays Harbor, Washington 








Pacific Ocean 
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Map: John Pepin 





in the area, and although the variety of birds is 
not great, you may find a secretive Northern 
Spotted Owl. 

The profusion of plants that make up this 
temperate rainforest are interesting in and of 
themselves, anda walk through this habitat will 
be memorable. The trail along the Hoh River 
leads into the alpine meadows of the Olympic 
Mountains where White-tailed Ptarmigan and 
American Pipits might be found. 

By traveling east from Ocean Shores on Route 
109, you will reach the Bowerman Basin out- 
side the city of Hoquiam. Increasingly popular 
in recent years, the Bowerman Basin has hosted 
upwards of '/2 million shorebirds in 500 acres 
of mudflats during spring migration, although 
peak numbers may only reach the still impres- 
sive range of 200,000 birds. 

While exotic birds often show up here in the 
fall, the main emphasis in spring is on the sheer 
numbers of Western Sandpipers, Short- and 
Long-billed dowitchers, Dunlins and Semi- 
palmated Plovers. On a good day, you might 
also see a Peregrine Falcon, or with luck, Bald 
Eagles over the bay. 

Spring migration takes place in April and 
May, and the arrival and departure of the birds 
is timed with the tides. Write or call the Grays 
Harbor Chamber of Commerce (506 Duffy 
Street, Aberdeen, WA 98250; 206-532-1924) 
to check tide charts and the schedule of peak 
shorebird migration. 

Bowerman Basin is located between an air- 
field and a highway, which allows people with 
limited mobility fairly easy access to several 
places with good views of the birds. Anyone 
wishing to walk the one-mile trail through the 
tidelands should wear calf-high waterproof foot 
gear. The walk is well worth the effort and 
affords you with views of shorebird flocks at 
distances of less than 100 feet at some loca- 
tions. 

From Bowerman Basin you have two 
choices—head south to Westport to bird in 
habitats similar to those around Ocean Shores 
or cruise inland on Route 12 toward Olympia. 
If you choose the inland route, do not miss 
Weinzel Slough off Route 12 near the town of 
Satsop. 

The easy way to find this wetland is to take 
the road south from Satsop toward the nuclear 
reactor on the skyline. When you cross the 
Satsop River, stop, turn around, and Weinzel 
Slough Road is on your right (to the east) 
between the bridge and Route 12. 

This road, which is at best 1'/2-lanes wide, 
winds between the Chelais River and mixed 
farmlands. On the river side of the road you 
have good opportunities to see a variety of 
freshwater ducks including Wood Ducks and 











mergansers, as well as Belted Kingfishers and a 
variety of warblers in the stream-side trees. 

An active Osprey nest is built near some old 
barns on the river side of the road about two 
miles into the drive east. Last spring there was 
considerable excitement about the sighting of a 
Garnaney—an Old World teal—accompanied 
by Cinnamon and Green-winged teal in flooded 
farm fields along this route. In the hedgerows 
and fields along the way, you will find birds 
ranging in size from diminutive Winter Wrens 
and Rufous-sided Towhees to migrant Lesser 
Sandhill Cranes. 

If time allows go to Westport—head south 
out of Aberdeen on Highway 105. Located 
between the Pacific Ocean and Grays Harbor, 
the peninsula Westport occupies offers varied 
birding opportunities—some similar to those 
at Ocean Shores. Scanning the tide flats, sand 
dunes and puddles throughout this area can 
turn up interesting birds ranging from Boreal 
Owls to Whimbrels. 

The jetty at the entrance to the Harbor in 
Westhaven State Park is a good place to look for 
rock shorebirds, such as Black Turnstones, 
Surfbirds and Rock Sandpipers. In late summer, 
Brown Pelicans and flocks of pelagic shearwa- 
ters also can be expected. 

The sandy islands south of Westport and on 
the inside of the harbor feature gull and tern 
nesting colonies. The Caspian Tern colony 
there is rumored to be among the largest in the 
nation with several thousand nesting pairs. 

The other exciting birding opportunity in 








Westport is the regular appearance of pelagic 
birds in the harbor after storms. But rather than 
wait for a storm, you can take a charter boat out 
of Westport into the blue-gray waters of the 
Pacific Ocean to search for seabirds. 

Charters are operated by the Seattle Audubon 
Society Chapter and Terry Wahl, a private 
operator. Generally the trips take six to eight 
hours and cost about $60. Enticing birds that 
have been recorded offshore include the Black- 
footed Albatross, Northern Fulmar, Pink-footed 
and Sooty shearwaters, Leach’s and Fork-tailed 
storm petrels, Red and Red-necked phalaropes, 
Pomarine and Parasitic jaegers, Sabine Gulls, 











Shorebirds like 
Surfbirds and 
Black Turnstones 
(top) can be seen 
along rocky ocean 
shorelines during 
migration or in 
winter. A Surfbird 
in breeding plum- 
age (above) is 
ready to migrate to 
mountain tundra in 
Alaska to nest. 
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Different birds will 
be encountered in 
different habitats 
in the Grays 
Harbor area. For 
instance, the 
Steller’s Jay (below) 
is found in forested 
areas, shorebirds 
(right) feed at low 
tide along the 
Pacific Coast, and 
the Wood Duck 
(inset) frequents 
wooded rivers. 








Arctic Terns, Cassin’s and Rhinoceros auklets 
and Tufted Puffins. Also, you have limited 
chances of seeing Long-tailed Jaegers and South 
Polar Skuas in the offshore waters of Washing- 
ton. 

The best season for offshore birding is from 
April to October, depending on the weather. 
Birders without prior experience on the open 
ocean should ask tour operators for the ex- 
pected weather and clothing requirements and 
other pertinent information. In the off-season, 
you can take a whale-watching cruise out of 
Westport to do some offshore birding, but 
these tours do not travel as far into the Pacific 
as the birding charters, and you are less likely 
to see truly pelagic birds. 

I recommend that you plan your trip to take 
advantage of the spectacular shorebird con- 
centrations that assemble during spring and 
fall migrations. But the possibility of birding in 
a variety of habitats ranging from the open 
ocean to coastal beaches, freshwater wetlands, 
second-growth woodlands, temperate 
rainforests and the alpine meadows of the 
Olympic Mountains makes this region of Wash- 
ington state a location few 
birders can 1S, 
resist. Se 





Fredrick Sears is a biologist and freelance photographer 
and writer from Bellingham, Washington. 
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Birder’s I.D. 





B irder’s I.D. provides an opportunity to test your bird identification skills. First, try to identify the 
pictured bird by memory—you may have observed this species before and remember its name. Next, 
consult your field guide for help. We have included a brief description of the bird below to help you in 
your identification and to provide some natural history insights. 

Once you think you have made a positive I.D., check the identity of the bird—its name is inverted at 
the bottom of the page. Who knows, you may see this species on your next field trip, or it may show up 
in your neighborhood. Good luck! 


Photo: Jeffrey Rich 


nown for its acrobatic climbing ability, this bird is usually encountered in western 

forests where it gleans insects and spiders from tree bark and collects pine seeds 
from cones. It is distinguished by its very small size, a gray cap that extends above its 
eye line, and short tail. This species may be found in loose flocks as they feed in pine 
forests, and individuals may join mixed-species flocks of chickadees and titmice. Can 
you identify this bird? 


yoreumny Awi3hg 
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Skimmer O 
The Water 


Species Profile: Black Skimmer 
(Rynchops niger) 


by ALICE GEFFEN and CAROLE BERGLIE 


e considered ourselves 

lucky beginning birders 

because the Black Skim- 
mer (Rynchops niger) was one of the 
first birds we saw. It was on a clear, 
sunny day in May, when we looked to 
the nearby shoreline asa friend pointed 
and cried, “There’s a skimmer! I love 
skimmers!” 

We soon knew why. The Black Skim- 
mer isa visual beauty, and we watched 
as this elegant bird flew low over the 
water, barely slicing the surface with 
the edge of its long bill. 

Its flight was strong and fast, but 
always graceful. The bird flew the 
length of the shoreline, rose and banked 
to the left, then circled around to settle 
on a sandbar with some gulls. 

In this crowd, the Black Skimmer 
stood out as the sharpest dresser. At 
rest, its long wings extended far be- 
yond its tail, while its large red-and- 
black bill shone like a beacon. The 
Black Skimmer’s charcoal-black back 
crowns its stark white underparts along 
itssleek body, which tapers toaslightly 
forked tail. 

Two features make the skimmer 
unique in the avian world: its eyes and 
its bill. Hard as it may be to imagine, 
the skimmer can narrow its pupils into 
catlike vertical slits, which limit glare. 
But what usually catches everyone’s 
attention is its bill and what the bird 
does with it. 

The skimmer is the only bird that 
has a lower bill, or mandible, that is 
longer than its upper mandible. It 
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searches for food by skimming the 
surface of the water with its elongated 
lower mandible. When it makes con- 
tact with a small fish or crustacean, it 
snaps its bill shut, thereby catching its 
prey. 

The Black Skimmer is considered a 
fairly common bird of coastal areas in 
the East. When birding tidal bays, es- 
tuaries and inlets, we frequently come 
across skimmers, usually in flocks with 
gulls and terns. 

Inthe United States, the Black Skim- 
mer is found almost exclusively along 
the coastlines. It commonly breeds 
from Long Island down the coast to 
Florida and around the Gulf shore to 
Texas. It is also in scattered locations 
along the coast of Southern California 
and inland at Salton Sea. 

Its winter range extends from Vir- 
ginia south to Florida and the Gulf 
Coast in the east, and from Southern 
California to Mexico along the Pacific 
Coast. Wanderers have occasionally 
been seen as far north as the Maritime 
Provinces and Northern California. 

There are only three skimmer spe- 
cies in the world—Black, African and 
Indian. The warmer wetland regions 
of the Western Hemisphere from the 
southern United States to Argentina 
and Chile is the Black Skimmer’s re- 





The Black Skimmer’s unique bill 
permits it to hunt for small fish by 
“skimming” the surface of calm 
water while in flight. 





Photo: Stephen Maka 
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Photo: George Levandoski 
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gion. The African Skimmer can be 
found in wetlands south of the Sahara 
Desert, and the Indian Skimmer from 
India to South China. 

In his book, The American Natural 
History (1914), William Hornaday, 
then director of the New York Zoologi- 
cal Park, described the Black Skimmer 
as: “a bird of the tropics, and is much 
more at home on the coast of British 
Guiana, among the Scarlet Ibises, than 
it is on the coast of the United States 
anywhere north of Florida...on our 
shores it is a visitor of great rarity.” 

By 1934, however, Black Skimmers 
were recorded breeding on Gilgo Is- 
land in Suffolk County, New York. 
Two decades later they were found 
along most of the length of Long Is- 
land, from Jamaica Bay to Orient Point. 
According to recent breeding bird at- 
lases, Black Skimmer populations have 
remained relatively stable since the 
early 1970s. 

Black Skimmers nest on sandy areas 
with little vegetation, and, therefore, 
the nests are susceptible to predation 
as well as human disturbance. Perhaps 
this is why skimmers nest commu- 
nally, and often in association with 
terns, which are known to tenaciously 
attack any intruders. Skimmers prefer 
to return to the same nesting sites year 
after year. 


throng of skimmers, their big 
red-and-black bills pushed 
aggressively forward in flight, 
comes to rest on a sandy shore. A 
female Black Skimmer calls to greet 
her mate. He is incubating their clutch 
of three eggs in a scrape in the sand. 
Other nests in the colony that includes 
about 200 skimmer pairs have three to 
five cygs, the average clutch size for 
skim wers being four. 
(he skimmer’s oval eggs show strik- 
‘+ g vat_ations of bold brown speckles 
on a ackground of creamy white, 
'4tisia white or pale green. Some eggs 
are spcued with lavender or olive- 
guy. Te eggs are usually laid late in 
une season, often in mid-June, after 
| weeks of zig-zagging courtship 
fhnts. mutual calling, courtship feed- 


5c ve 


Skimmers are social birds and can 
be seen in flocks when feeding and 
nesting. 


ing and other related mating behavior. 
Both adults incubate during the 21 to 
23 days it takes for the eggs to hatch, 
and nestlings hatch asynchronously. 

Skimmer hatchlings are semi-preco- 
cial—that is, they are covered with 
down, hatch with their eyes open, can 
walk soon after hatching, but rely on 
the adults to feed them. They look 
rather awkward because their over- 
sized bills have been described as fun- 
nels stuffed into their mouths, their 
knees are knobby, and their legs seem 
far too short for their bodies. 

These little balls of down have a 
mottled buff coloration that helpsthem 
blend with the sand around them and 
conceal them from predators. When 
the adults are away from the nest, the 
downy birds may dig themselves into 
a depression in the sand and lie flatand 
motionless to avoid detection. 

Newly hatched Black Skimmers first 
eat regurgitated food their parents sup- 
ply, but they quickly learn to pluck 
small fish from the adults’ bills. Juve- 
nile birds, with mottled brown upper- 
parts and white underneath, grow the 
characteristic skimmer bill with the 
elongated lower mandible about the 
time they fledge. 

Skimmers fledge in about 24 days. 
The friction caused by dragging the 
bill tip in the water would quickly 
wear away the bill were it not for the 
fact that the lower mandible grows at 
roughly twice the rate of the upper 
part. 

Unlike other birds, the lower man- 
dible is firmly attached to the bird’s 
skull so it resists the rush of oncoming 


water as the bird skims the surface. If 
the skimmer’s bill was not attached in 
this manner, the pressure from the 
water would surely wrench it loose, 
making this feeding method ineffec- 
tive for the species. 

The bill itself is compressed later- 
ally, making it very thin; thus, the 
feeding action is comparable to scis- 
sors cutting through the water. When 
the scissor-like bill strikes prey, it snaps 
shut. Without missing a beat, the bird 
swallows the fish and opens its bill 
again to resume the skimming process 
in search of more food. 

You will most likely see Black Skim- 
mers feeding in the early morning and 
toward dusk when the water is most 
calm and when the small fish they feed 
on rise to the surface. Often, small fish 
rise to the line of luminescence left by 
the plowing bill and the skimmer will 
double back to capture them. Look for 
flocks of resting skimmers on coastal 
sandbars, sandy shorelines and coastal 
islands. 

We hope you may soon see flocks of 
skimmers engaged in their synchro- 
nized flights, all twisting and turning, 
sometimes in graceful unison. Al- 
though Black Skimmers are consid- 
ered fairly common in their coastal 
range, you are bound to regard a sight- 
thrilling 


ing of this unmistakable 
treat. ae a 


bird as a 
Alice Geffen and Carole Berglie are freelance 
writers from Sea Cliff, New York. 
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The range of the Black Skimmer in North America (gray shading). 
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If You Need Expert 
Advice About 
Your Pet... 










Call Pet Lovers Helpline’. day or night 


1-900-776-0007 


ntroducing Pet Lovers Helpline™, 

an exclusive personal information 
service brought to you by United Pet 
Clubs of America™ 


Designed by and for pet owners 
everywhere, Pet Lovers Helpline 
gives you the most current pet care 
information available right in your 
own home! With over 300 topics 
covering everything from behavior to 
nutrition and first aid, Pet Lovers 
Helpline is always at your service, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 




























ao 


When Vou Call... 


.. you'll be listening to veterinarian 
Dr. Jim Humphries, a graduate of the 
famed Texas A&M Veterinary Medical 
School. Each Saturday Dr. Jim hosts a 
nationally broadcast television show 
called "Dr. Jim's Animal Clinic", and a 
nationally syndicated talk radio 
program. 



















Using Pet Lovers Helpline is easy. 
Just call 1-900-776-0007 on your 

touch-tone phone and gain instant 
access to the topic of your choice. 






His refreshing and positive point of 
view will provide you with informative 
answers to virtually any question you 

may have about your pet. 

























Choose hom | HELPLINE OVER 300 TOPICS 
pt |e Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
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a CN impressed with your service. Also, if you could 
Pet Lovers 1 send me 8 copies of your Helpline Directory, 
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Jacquie Cranston, Sacramento, CA 





























topics instantly 
available to you! 


Cats | 























































































Behavior Code 

Adding a new pet ........ccscsssscsssseees 1101 1 

Litter box training your cat ............. 1109 

Overactive cats ........c000 oven Ala at 

Urine spraying cats ...... peg UGE: 

Indoor vs. outdoor Cats «0.0... 3803 
A , 

Fleas & Parasites Code 

Defleaing your house ..........::.00000+ 1801 

Diseases spread by fleas .. .... 1802 

Life cycle of the flea .......... .... 1807 

Mites... vse tenis ... 1808 

Outdoor flea control ............. .... 1809 

Safe & natural flea remedies ........... 1810 

Exercise & Nutrition Code ] 

Obesity & reducing diets ................ 3208 ' 

Home cooked diets ePOLUD 

Exercising your cat 1502 

Health Problems Code 

Feline leukemia Virus ..........::000+00000 1702 

Preventing feline leukemia 

SUNOLOMIC | arya seaeteeearsiesstetetaeies 1704 

Vomiting ... 1912 

AIDS - like disease ...........cccseceeeees 1701 

Dogs | 

Behavior Code | 

Dogs that eat feces - coprophagy .... 

ATI Shegscofsapesasasasoceccatelatin eens 

Digging in the garden ...... ie 

Housetraining your dog ... ue 

Aggressive biting dogs... 

Fleas & Parasites 

Defleaing your house ............0000000 

Flea allergy dermatitis... 

Life cycle of the flea ... 

Outdoor flea control .. 

Exercise & Nutrition Code / 

Backyardidows %:.::e-c.aeckctscackeriate 1501 K 

Digestive problems ... .. 8203 i 

Diet changes with age ... 3502 

Walking the dog ............ BLOT, ) 

Obesity & reducing diets ................ 3208 













General Pet Information Code 














Finding a family veterinarian .......... 6603 
Finding your lost pet 5 
Euthanasia ............0... he 
PetlosSiand grief ae.,%. .custttecac.o00. 
Preventive Medicine Code 
VACCINATIONS bara on te ieh ct ssccutssee 3807 
Routine veterinary exam .............00+ 3805 






Safety precautions for your pet ....... 3806 





| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
This service provides information only, and is not | 
meant to take the place of proper veterinary care and | 
treatment. Each message is 3-5 minutes in length ' 
and costs 97¢ per minute. You will be billed for the 
call by MCI in conjunction with your local phone 
company. If you are under 18, have parental 
permission before calling. Please use touch-tone | 


phone only. 





All Things New and Necessary 








Best Feeders, Inc., 

Best-1® Hummingbird Feeder 

Best Feeders, Inc. has a humming- 
bird feeder that is easy to use, economi- 
cal, attractive and, best of all, it works. 
The Best-1® Hummingbird Feeder has a 
32-ounce glass bottle with a styrene red 
base, eight feeding stations, a built-in 
perch and a bee guard. The Best-1 Hum- 
mingbird Feeder is ready to hang and 
fully guaranteed. Attached to each feeder 
are Best Feeders’ own sugar mixture and 
complete instructions. Suggested retail 
price $9.95 plus shipping and handling. 
Contact: Best Feeders, Inc., P.O. Box 
998, Dept. WB, Poteet, TX 78065; (800) 
772-3604. 

















Wood’n Magic, 
Loon With Baby Bird Feeder 

Wood'n Magic has a Loon With Baby 
Bird Feeder available that is handcrafted, 
attractive and durable with multiple coats 
of quality exterior paint for years of enjoy- 
ment. The dimensions are 11 by 18 
inches; you fill it with seed by lifting the 
little loon. To order, send $39.95 per 
feeder (free shipping in the U.S.A.) to: 
Wood'n Magic, E3915 Woodfield Road, 
Dept. WB, Eau Claire, WI 54701; (715) 
878-4652. 






Birders’ Buddy, 
Birding Vest 
The Birders’ Buddy Birding Vest is 

constructed of desert-tan poplin with 
heavy stitching and rugged plastic buck- 
les and latches. Its open sides are se- 
cured by Velcro® straps, making it easy 
to adjust. The two lower front pockets 
measure 9 by 9 inches and the back 
pocket is approximately 11 inches wide 
and 13 inches deep. The two chest pock- 
ets measure 2'/2 by 4 inches and 2'/2 by 
5 inches. All of the pockets have Velcro® 
closures. The Birding Vest comes in two 
sizes, S-M and L-XL. Suggested selling 
price, $55.00 plus $4.00 shipping and 
handling. Arizona residents add 5 per- 
cent sales tax. Contact: Birders’ Buddy, 
330 S. Ash Lane, Dept. WB, Flagstaff, 
AZ 86004; (800) 955-1951 
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J & M Enterprises, 
Majestic Bald Eagle 

J&MEnterprises Majestic Bald Eagle 

statue represents the symbol of our na- 


tion. This Bald Eagle statue stands 21 
inches high and is made from a blend of 
crushed pecan shells, which has been 
lacquered and highlighted by hand for 
added depth and color. It has the look 
and feel of solid wood. Suggested retail 
price, $99.95 plus $8.00 shipping. Florida 
residents add 6 percent sales tax. Con- 
tact: J & M Enterprises, 1884 Courtland 
Blvd., Dept. WB, Deltona, FL 32738; 
(904) 789-6644. 




















Evergreen Classics, 
“Wildlife Collection” 
Evergreen Classics is proud to present 
its “Wildlife Collection” of hand-painted 
decorative magnets and Christmas or- 
naments. Each decoration is based on 
original sculptures by Jaclin Dunne. They 
are cast in durable vinyl and painted with 
acrylic paints. The decorations are flat on 
one side and come in an attractive gift 
box. Suggested retail price, $8.95 each 
ortwo for $16.00 (prices include shipping 
to one address only). For additional infor- 
mation or to order any decorative mag- 
nets, contact Evergreen Classics, 3946 
Park Lane, Dept. WB, Traverse City, MI 
49684; (616) 938-1915. 





“All Things New And Necessary” is a listing of 
birding-related products currently on the market. 
Unless otherwise noted, the information is from 
the manufacturer and is not to be confused with 
the WildBirdstaff product evaluations. If youown 
a company that manufactures or sells birding- 
related items, WildBirdMagazine would appreci- 
ate receiving information about your product. 
Send product releases to: WildBird—‘All Things 
New & Necessary,” P.O. Box 6050, Mission 
Viejo, CA 92690. 
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Bird-Banding Basics 


Banding Provides A Wealth Of Valuable Information About Birds 


Article and Photographs by BILL HILTON, JR. 


ird banding is one of the most 
useful tools in ornithology, 
and its success depends on 


public willingness to report banding 
encounters. Ifyou have founda banded 
bird and reported it to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, you are part of an 
important network of wild bird re- 
search. 

In North America, birds are cap- 
tured by licensed banders and fitted 
with numbered aluminum bands. The 
banders then report banding dates and 
locations to the federal Bird Banding 
Laboratory. 

Ifa banded bird is found or seen later 
ata distant locale, the finderand bander 
can be linked to exchange information 
about the bird’s age, how far it traveled 
and other interesting aspects of its life. 

Encounters with banded birds are of 
two main types: recoveries and recap- 
tures. A recovered bird is one that is 
found dead. Often the bird was killed 
by flying into a window or vehicle, but 
sometimes the family cat may have 
pounced on it. The vast majority of 
reported recoveries come from hunt- 
ers who have shot waterfowl or other 
gamebirds that were banded on their 
breeding grounds. 

Recaptures are live-bird encounters. 
Usually another bander recaptures 
banded birds, records relevant infor- 
mation about the bird and releases it 
back into the wild. 

Data from recovered bands provide 
otherwise unattainable information. 
For more than 50 years, for example, 
birders watched from North Lookout 
at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in Penn- 
sylvania to count majestic raptors glide 


56 WildBird / October 199] 


past during their fall migration. Count- 
ing those birds tells us something about 
hawks, but without a banding pro- 
gram at Hawk Mountain, we could 
only speculate about where those birds 
have been, where they are going or 
how long they have lived. 

By banding birds, we broaden our 
knowledge about the distribution and 
movements of many birds, their rela- 
tive numbers, annual production, sur- 
vivability of offspring, life spans and 
causes of death. Such information helps 
us manage and conserve birds wisely. 


The Banding Program 

The federal Bird Banding Laboratory 
issues a limited number of banding 
permits to institutions and individu- 
als—mostly professional ornitholo- 
gists, graduate students or wildlife bi- 
ologists. Non-professionals also can be 
certified, but getting a permit is diffi- 
cult and time-consuming. 

It is best to start by assisting a li- 
censed master bander for several years 
before arplying for a sub-permit. This 
will allow you to band without super- 
vision but requires reporting your data 
through the master permittee. Only 
after such an apprenticeship—in which 
you learn how to safely capture and 
band birds and fill out detailed, but all- 
important, paperwork—should you 
apply for your own permit. 

The Bird Banding Lab provides band- 
ers with sequentially numbered series 
of bands in more than a dozen sizes. 
Standard bands, made of ultralight 
aluminum, are attached to the leg tar- 
sus and have no significant effect on a 





bird’s ability to fly, feed or reproduce. 

Small bands with an inside diameter 
of less than '/s inch are used on birds 
suchas warblers and chickadees, while 
large geese and eagles take bands that 
are an inch across. Each band bears a 
number anda small inscription to “Ad- 
vise the Bird Banding Lab, Washing- 
ton, D:G:” 

When a band is placed on a bird’s 
leg, the bander records the bird’s spe- 
cies, age and sex, as well as the band’s 
number and the place and date of 
banding. Later the bander sends this 
information to the Bird Banding Lab 
where it is checked for accuracy and 
put into its computer database. If a 
banded bird is recovered or recap- 
tured, this information is accessible 
through the database. 

Banders may collect additional data 
such as wing, tail and weight measure- 
ments, plumage condition, external 
parasites and ciher information for 
specific research projects. 

According to Danny Bystrak, a bi- 
ologist for the Bird Banding Lab, be- 
tween 1.1 million and 1.2 million new 
birds are handled each year by Ameri- 
can banders. Approximately 70 per- 
cent of these are non-game species 
(including 4 to 5 percent hawks), with 
the remainder being ducks, geese and 
other gamebirds. Of all these, only 
about 50,000 are reported each year— 
down significantly from 100,000 an- 
nual reports a decade or so ago. 


Some Banding Results 

My own banding station at Hilton 
Pond, near York, South Carolina, is a 
perfect example of how time-consum- 
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ing, frustrating and rewarding the bird- 
banding process can be. 

During mild weather, I rise at dawn 
several days each week and walk the 
trails that meander around my pond 
and ll-acre nature preserve. Along 
the way, I unfurl a dozen mist nets that 
measure 7 feet tall by 42 feet long. 
These devices look like giant hairnets 
stretched between poles and are essen- 
tially invisible against vegetation. Birds 
flying through the area blunder into 


them and become ensnared in the fine 
mesh. 

Once each hour until sunset, | re- 
trace my steps and carefully remove 
each trapped bird, placing it in a linge- 
rie bag for the trip back to my banding 
office. There I record data, band each 
captured bird and release it unharmed. 
During wet or cold weather when a 
netted bird would lose its insulation, I 
use automatic and pull-string traps, 
most of which fit on feeders that lure 


the birds. 

When you look out the window at 
birds in your yard, it is impossible to 
know just how many individual robins 
or cardinals inhabit your property. One 
thing I was interested in at Hilton Pond 
was how many birds make use of the 
area for food, nesting or shelter, and I 
have been amazed at what I learned. 

From 1982 (when the Hilton Pond 
banding operation started) through 
May 1991, I banded 17,693 birds com- 


By capturing and banding birds, 
ornithologists learn about the 
movements of birds. The Northern 
Cardinal trapped in the mist net 
(left) is a recapture, and its band 
number will provide valuable 
information. 
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What To Do If You 
Find A Banded Bird 


The federal Bird Banding Labo- 
ratory has these suggestions on 
how to report a banding recovery. 

First, remove the band from the 
bird’s leg. Straighten the band and 
tape it securely to a piece of heavy 
writing paper and print the follow- 
ing information on the same sheet: 
« Your name and complete mailing 
address 
¢ All numbers and letters on the 
band 
« The date you found the band 
¢ The place you found the band 
(mileage and direction from the 
nearest town, with county and 
state) 

* How you found the band (on a 
bird found dead, shot or caught in 
some other way) 

¢ Other information you think may 
be of value 

+ Place the information and bandin 
an envelope marked “Hand Can- 
cel” and send to the following ad- 
dress: 

Bird Banding Laboratory 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Laurel, MD 20708 

Dispose of the bird in an appro- 
priate way. Remember that it is 
against state and federal statutes 
to possess any migratory bird, liv- 
ing or dead, without special per- 
mits. 

If you find a live banded bird— 
perhaps one exhausted from a mi- 
gratory flight or stunned when it 
flew into a window—you should 
still report the encounter. Do not 
remove the band, but carefully read 
the number, write it down and re- 
lease the bird immediately. By leav- 
ing the band, you will not injure the 
bird during band removal, and it 
may provide more information if 
the bird is recaptured or recovered 
by someone else. 

After reporting an encounter, you 
will receive a Certificate of Appre- 
ciation from the Bird Banding Lab 
telling you where the bird was 
banded and by whom. The bander 
will get a computer printout of the 
information you sent the Bird Band- 
ing Lab, and some banders corre- 
spond with people who have found 
banded birds to explain details of 
particular research projects. Be- 
cause many migrational studies 
depend almost entirely on band 
recoveries, itis very important that 
the public report all encounters to 
the Bird Banding Lab, even for 
common species. 

— BH. 
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This Pileated Woodpecker is one of 
the most interesting birds banded 


by the author. 


prising 113 species, the vast majority 
of which were songbirds. More than 
half were made up of just four species: 
the Purple Finch (3068), House Finch 
(2550), American Goldfinch (2054) 
and Pine Siskin (1486). My fifth most 
common bird was the Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird (787 individuals), 
which was followed by the Northern 
Cardinal (695), White-throated Spar- 
row (676) and Yellow-rumped War- 
bler (661). 

Handling so many birds from differ- 
ent species is the time-consuming but 
rewarding part of banding. The frus- 
trating part is that of all the birds I have 
banded, only 21 have been recovered 
orrecaptured outside my home county, 
with another 13 reported from nearby 
sites. That is a rate of only 0.19 per- 









cent, well below the national average 
of 5 percent for all birds and 1 percent 
for non-game species. 

Although I do not band game birds, 
I should still get more recoveries than 
Ido. My only explanation for such low 
results is that I band in a largely rural 
region of the South where there are not 
as many people to find banded birds, 
and there are very few Carolina band- 
ers who might recapture one. 

Despite the low recovery/recapture 
rate for birds banded at Hilton Pond, 
the reports still nicely demonstrate the 
kinds of information that can be de- 
rived through a banding program. For 
example: 

¢Two Pine Siskins, banded at York a 

year apart in the winters of 1987 and 

1988, were retrapped an hour apart in 
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May 1988 at Duluth, Minnesota, by 
Dennis Meyer. (The approximate 
straight-line air distance between my 
banding station and Duluth is 990 
miles.) 
eAn immature male Hooded War- 
bler, banded in August 1987 during 
migration, was netted the following 
May on breeding grounds near Chapel 
Hill, North Carolina, by a graduate 
student studying this species. 

°A White-throated Sparrow, banded 

on April 15, 1990, was caught 16 days 
later by a cat 970 miles away at Lake 
ala Ligne, Quebec. 

°A Purple Finch banded in York (not 
far from the southern edge of its win- 

ter range) was found dead 1660 miles 
away at Lewisporte, Newfoundland 

(the very northern limit for this spe- 

cies). 

One-half of my recoveries from York 
have been Purple or House finches, 
probably because they frequent feed- 
ers where people are likely to find 
them. Other species I banded that 
have been recovered outside York 
County include the Blue Jay, Com- 
mon Grackle and Yellow-rumped 
Warbler. 

I have also trapped five birds that 
were banded by someone else, includ- 
ing two House Finches handled by Bill 
Pepper at Conshohocken, Pennsylva- 
nia. Another bird of interest was a 
Purple Finch I retrapped at York after 
it was banded in Maryland by Chan- 
dler Robbins, author of the Golden 
field guide, Birds of North America. 

Although I have spent thousands of 
hours netting and trapping at Hilton 
Pond and had reports on only 34 of 
my banded birds, the data I have col- 
lected about longevity, site fidelity 
and species diversity offset my low 
recovery rate. For example, in the 
winter of 1989-1990, I recaptured 26 
of my previously banded Purple 
Finches, including two from 1984 that 
were at least 8 years old. 

In May 1991, Inetted three migrant 
Connecticut Warblers at York—not 
bad since there had been just 12 pre- 
vious reports of the species for the 
entire state of South Carolina! 

Finally, there is the female Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird I banded in 
1987 as a recent fledgling. This tiny 
feathered dynamo—4 years old in 
1991—has been in my traps at least 


once every year since then. 

It is amazing to think how many 
times she has winged across the Gulf of 
Mexico into Central America and still 
found her way back to my South Caro- 
lina backyard each spring! That amaz- 
ing discovery alone justifies all the 


The History Of Bird Banding 


People have been banding birds—or “ringing” them, as Europeans say—for 
centuries, and birds have been marked in other ways since ancient times. The 
earliest known marking effort is from the Second Punic War in about 218 B.C., when 
Roman foot soldiers captured swallows at headquarters and tied threads around 
their legs. On each day the soldiers marched, they placed one knot in the string so 
that when a swallow was released from the front and returned home, it would bring 
a message of how far the troops had traveled. 

By the late 16th century, many kinds of birds were being marked. Marco Polo 
reported that Chinese barons outfitted hunting falcons with silver tablets each 
inscribed with the owner’s name and province so lost birds could be returned. 

The first record of a metal band attached to a bird’s leg was about 1595 when one 
of Henry IV’s banded Peregrine Falcons was lost in pursuit of a bustard in France. 
It showed up 24 hours later in Malta, about 1350 miles away! For that trip, the bird 
averaged at least 56 miles an hour! 

In the 18th century, it was common for falconers to attach bands to birds stunned 
but not killed by hunting hawks. Duke Ferdinand, for example, placed a silver band 
ona Gray Heron in about 1669; the bird was recovered by his grandson about 1728, 
indicating the heron lived at least 60 years. 

In 1710 in Germany, a falconer captured a Gray Heron bearing several bands, 
one of which had been attached in Turkey—more than 1200 miles to the east. 

Christian Mortensen of Denmark began systematic bird banding in Europe in 
1898, first on starlings and later with storks, ducks and birds of prey. He received 
so many interesting recoveries of banded birds that other Europeans took up the 
practice. The German Ornithological Society started a banding station in East 
Prussia in 1903, and French and British scientists began large-scale banding six 
years later. 

John James Audubon is acknowledged as the first American bird bander. 
Audubon’s encounters are among the first records of birds migrating from breeding 
grounds and returning in subsequent seasons. In 1803, while living along Perkiomen 
Creek near Philadelphia, Audubon wrote this about Eastern Phoebe nestlings in the 
mouth of a cave: 

“When they were about to leave the nest, | fixed a light silver thread to the leg of 
each, loose enough not to hurt the part, but so fastened that no exertions of theirs 
could remove it. Atthe next year’s season when the phoebe returns to Pennsylvania 
| had the satisfaction to observe those [birds nesting in the Perkiomen] cave and 
about it. Having caught several of these birds on the nest, | had the pleasure of 
finding two of them had the little ring on the leg.” 

In 1903, a century after Audubon caught his phoebes, Dr. Paul Bartsch visited 
colonies of Black-crowned Night Herons near Washington, D.C., and marked 75 
birds with bands inscribed “Return to Smithsonian Institution.” One night heron was 
found dead in Cuba two years later—the first long-distance record of a bird banded 
in America—and Bartsch’s work was the first scientific use of numbered bands in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

The real pioneer bander in the Americas, however, was Jack Miner, who 
established a waterfowl sanctuary near Kingsville, Ontario. Miner banded his first 
Mallard there in August 1909; that very duck was shot at Anderson, North Carolina, 
four months later. By 1939, the year of his death, Miner banded 20,000 Canada 
Geese alone, many of which carried bands returned to him by hunters from across 
the continent. 

As more people became banders, it was obvious that a centralized system would 
facilitate the storage and exchange of information, so in 1911 the American Bird 
Banding Association was formed. By 1920, banding was so widespread that it could 
not be coordinated by a private group, and the U.S. Biological Survey assumed 
control. 

Today, through treaties among the United States, Canada and Mexico, migratory 
birds in North America are protected from indiscriminate killing. The Canadian 
Wildlife Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service work closely together 
through the Bird Banding Laboratory to oversee the activities of dedicated banders. 

— BH. 
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Following The Paths Of 
Shorebird Migration 


by CHARLES PFISTER 


t an inaccessible island near Cape Cod, sand- 

pipers, dowitchers and Sanderlings feed along 

the edge of the rising tide while plovers rove the 
shrinking sandflats. 

Suddenly a small flock of these shorebirds lifts from the 
flats and circles overhead. Their strident calling seems to 
have an effect on the remaining feeding birds, because 
dozens fly up to join the flock. They restlessly wheel 
above the sandflats for a few minutes, dipping and 
turning with infinite precision until the flock darts out 
over the ocean. Tne birds climb above the island with a 
power more jet-like than avian. In a matter of seconds 
they are just specks in the cerulean distance—then they 
are out of sight. 

These shorebirds, which I watched depart from a 
migration staging area, are some of the most highly 
migratory birds in the world. They have rightly gained 
the reputation as “extreme” fliers because many of the 
common species routinely shuttle between breeding 
grounds in the Arctic and wintering grounds at the 
southern end of South America—a round trip of up to 
15,000 miles. Only in the last two decades have scientists 
begun to discover the nature of shorebird migration, and 
that knowledge has only increased my fascination. 

Common shorebirds range in size from sparrow-sized 
peeps, such as the Western and Semipalmated sandpip- 
ers, to crow-sized Whimbrels and godwits and the even 
larger Long-billed Curlew. Some shorebird species, such 
as the Piping Plover, American Oystercatcher, Common 
Snipe and Killdeer nest in temperate areas, but most nest 
in northern Canada and Alaska. 

Shorebirds comprise a group of species that most 
birdwatchers consider a challenge to identify. But even to 
the novice, their distinctive shape and direct, powerful 
flight separate them immediately from other groups of 
birds. 

This recognition is no accident, for shorebirds are built 
to fly. They have long, narrow wings for maximum flight 
range. Also, shorebirds carry little extra baggage: no 
claws to rip flesh, no gross beaks to crack seeds. 

Their lot was cast long ago in the evolutionary scheme, 
and they are limited to easy-to-reach prey, such as worms 
and insect larvae, in the soft substrate of mudflats, 
marshes, wet meadows and other wetlands. The shore- 
bird solution to the problem of survival has been to use 
their extraordinary power of flight to move between 
wetland habitats that provide ample food at a given time 
of the year. 

Although it was obvious that shorebirds were strong 
fliers, few people were prepared for the descriptions of 
their flights that modern science began to provide. Radar 
studies showed that shorebirds routinely make giant 











A variety of shorebird species may congregate at major migration stopover sites. The importance of these locations 
has been documented along migration routes, and protection of these sites is being emphasized. 


leaps of several thousand miles be- 
tween resting areas. In many cases 
their migrations were performed at 
sustained air speeds of nearly 50 mph 
and at altitudes of several miles above 
the earth. 

Consider that an insubstantial feath- 
ered mass weighing less than one ounce 
can fly as far and nearly as high as a 
jetliner! It pushes the limits of our 
beliefs and makes our technology seem 
archaic. 

Shorebirds accomplish these great 
flights after furious feeding bouts at 
staging areas, where they nearly double 
their weight with stored fat to fuel their 
migrations. 

One reason for these Herculean ef- 
forts of flight is that large wetlands are 
relatively uncommon along migration 
paths. For example, Grays Harbor, 
Washington, is the only coastal area 
that can support large numbers of mi- 
grating shorebirds between California 
and Alaska. 

A bottleneck in migration forms as 
millions of shorebirds are squeezed 
into a limited number of these staging 
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areas. Tens of thousands of shore- 
birds, which spread out over vast re- 
gions in the Arctic to breed, may feed 
and roost shoulder-to-shoulder at 
Grays Harbor or Delaware Bay along 
the border of Delaware and New Jer- 
sey. 

Nearly the entire North American 
population of some species may fun- 
nel through a single staging area dur- 
ing migration. 


Some species may 
funnel through a 
single staging area 


Because shorebirds are in a hurry, 
the time during which you can see 
their migration may be very short— 
perhaps only two or three weeks. 

Great flocks of shorebirds, swerving 
in unison in aerial dances over these 
traditional staging areas, must have 
been among the wondrous natural 
spectacles of primeval North America. 

It was not until this century during 


exploration of Arctic regions that the 
nesting area of all shorebird species 
were found. Some of their winter ranges 
are still poorly documented along the 
vast inaccessible expanses of the South 
American coastline. 


hy do shorebirds migrate 

so far? The tundra breed- 

ing grounds of the far 
north are actually outstanding places 
for shorebirds to nest. Where else could 
you find millions of acres of open 
nesting area with plenty of wetlands 
and few predators? 

Although summers there are very 
short, they are quite mild most years 
under the midnight sun. However, 
shorebirds mustarrive and breed while 
conditions are favorable and leave be- 
fore cold weather clamps down again. 

Most shorebirds arrive on their 
breeding territories at the earliest pos- 
sible moment to increase their chances 
of nesting successfully. In northern 
Alaska, I have seen American Golden 
Plovers appear like magic on the first 
day when bar patches of tundra were 








Photo: Fredrick Sears 
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exposed by melting snow. 

Nesting proceeds rapidly, and most 
adults leave their precocial young well 
before they are fledged. Even though 
shorebirds generally fly much farther 
than songbirds, most sweep down 
through temperate North America in 
July and August, well before fall song- 
bird migration is underway. 

Shorebirds seek out habitats similar 
to their breeding areas. That is why 
you see them in the tenuous wetland 
margin between water and land, such 
as tidal flats, the shallow edges of lakes 
and rivers and wet meadows. Even 
sewage treatment holding ponds can 
be local shorebird hotspots. 

Often you will notice a second pas- 
sage of a species during southbound 
migration—these are the juveniles. 
Inland birders may find that most of 
the southbound shorebirds are late- 
arriving juveniles that seem to prefer 
non-tidal freshwater wetlands similar 
to their northern birthplaces. The 
young shorebirds can be separated from 
the adults in the early fall by crisp 
patterns in their new plumage. 

Most southbound shorebirds stag- 
ing from the northern Atlantic Coast in 
the fall make a 2000- or 3000-mile 
over-water crossing to South America 
or the West Indies. Even longer flights 
may be made by Hudsonian Godwits, 
White-rumped Sandpipers and Ameri- 
can Golden Plovers that have no known 
stopover between staging areas along 
Hudson Bay and their South American 
wintering grounds. American Golden 
Plovers, Ruddy Turnstones, Bristle- 
thighed Curlews and other shorebirds 
reach the Hawaiian and South Pacific 
Islands from Alaska and Siberia by 
flying over the open Pacific Ocean. 

Shorebird migration routes may have 
evolved in some cases to take advan- 
tage of favorable winds. The shore- 
birds migrating south over the ocean 
from northeastern North America are 
likely to catch favorable tradewinds on 
their way toa South American landfall. 
These winds boost their air speed and 
flight range. 

However, in the spring, these winds 
may work against over-water flights, 
and more shorebirds migrate over land 
along interior routes. Due to this “cir- 
cular” migration route, some shore- 
birds that nest throughout huge areas 
of the Arctic, such as Semipalmated 
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and White-rumped sandpipers, are 
hard to find on the West Coast after the 
breeding season. 

During long-distance flights, a wrong 
turn can literally land a shorebird on 
the wrong continent. For this reason 
birdwatchers make shorebird excur- 
sions with great anticipation, as you 
might see a species that belongs in field 
guides like The Birds of Australia or 
Birds of Africa. But be warned that it 
takes a lot of experience to pick out 
these rare shorebirds from a flock of 
“locals.” 

The amazing flight ability of shore- 
birds is not in itself enough to guaran- 
tee their survival, nor is it the only 
amazing aspect of shorebird migra- 
tion. In spite of their powerful flight, 
the long migrations they make can be 
dangerous, especially the over-water 
flights where there is no place to land 
in an emergency. Perhaps for this rea- 
son, juvenile birds that make it to their 
wintering grounds may remain there 
for one or more seasons until they 
mature before embarking on their first 
migration north to the breeding 
grounds. 

At staging areas, large flocks of 
southbound shorebirds may time their 
departure with the passage of a cold 
front that brings favorable high-alti- 
tude winds. Wind direction on the 
ground is of little use in deciding when 
to depart, but shorebirds apparently 





have an innate ability to forecast large- 
scale weather patterns. 

During migration, you may check 
weather patterns along the migration 
route to anticipate shorebird arrivals 
into your area and plan your birding 
trips. Ifyou live inland, however, shore- 
birds tend to make shorter migration 
“hops,” which may not coincide as 
closely with passing fronts. 

Anyone who has traveled by map 
and compass knows that the farther 
you travel along a compass bearing, 
the greater the margin of error. You 
might expect this rule to hold for shore- 
birds, but it does not. Shorebirds seem 
to be among the most remarkable navi- 
gators in the animal kingdom. 

In fact, many shorebirds retrace their 
migration routes with amazing preci- 
sion. One reason for this is because 
stopover areas have unique resources 
that allow shorebirds to survive their 
great journey. For example, at Dela- 
ware Bay over | million northbound 
shorebirds time their migration to feast 
on horseshoe crab eggs at that spawn- 
ing ground. 

The horseshoe crab eggs provide 
quick refueling for the last migration 
leg to the northern breeding grounds. 
Timing is the key along migration 
routes; and the date of peak arrivals for 
each species can usually be predicted 
within a few days. 

Individual shorebirds apparently 
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By banding and color-marking shorebirds, ornithologists have tracked 
shorebird migration between many species’ nesting and wintering areas. 
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Migration staging areas provide a place for shorebirds like Western 
Sandpipers (left) to rest and feed. A Baird’s Sandpiper incubates its eggs in 
northern Alaska (below) after migrating from a wintering site in southern 


Photo: Charles Pfister 


have more subtle connections with the 
habitat within staging areas. Some 
shorebirds defend feeding or nesting 
territories that they only occupy for a 
few days or weeks each year. The shore- 
bird migration routes seem to have 
developed over millennia of trial and 
error so that a shorebird can piece 
together distant patches of habitat that 
can be considered “home.” 

The precision with which shorebirds 
follow their migration routes is aston- 
ishing. I know of a bird bander who 
banded five Sanderlings along a beach 
on the Gulf of Mexico in Louisiana. 
Exactly a year later, he returned to the 
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South America. 


same spot and put up a mist net along 
the tide line The tide rose as he dozed. 
Upon waking he found some gill-net- 
ted fish in the bottom of the net and, to 
his amazement, in the top were two of 
the same five Sanderlings he had 
banded the year before. 

In northern Alaska, I have observed 
pairs of several shorebird species using 
the same depression in the tundra they 
had used the previous year to nest. 
Each pair homed in ona bathtub drain- 
sized depression in an almost feature- 
less landscape after two migrations of 
many thousands of miles. 

Because of the loss of wetlands, there 
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is concern for the well-being of shore- 
birds. If an important wetland staging 
area is lost, an entire migration route 
might be changed, impacting count- 
less shorebirds. 

Because of the danger of affecting 
populations or entire species and their 
amazing life cycles, shorebirds have 
become one of the symbols of global 
wildlife conservation efforts. Recent 
films produced by The National 
Audubon Society and The National 
Geographic Society have documented 
the plight of shorebirds and conserva- 
tion efforts to protect them. 

These efforts include the shorebird 








equivalent of Christmas Bird Counts, 
which have been providing informa- 
tion about shorebird population trends. 
Volunteers with the International 
Shorebird Survey managed by Mano- 
met Bird Observatory, have been moni- 
toring shorebird migration in the east- 
ern United States since the mid-1970s. 

Point Reyes Observatory has initi- 
ated a similar program for the western 
United States. The Western Hemi- 
sphere Shorebird Reserve Network, a 
consortium of environmental groups 
in both North and South America, is 
working to protect key stopover and 
wintering areas along shorebird mi- 


gration routes. These conservation ef- 
forts have been quite successful, due in 
part to the awe and fascination most 
people feel when they learn about the 
amazing life history of shorebirds. 

What impresses me most is not the 
shorebirds’ technical achievements of 
flight, but rather their tenacious bonds 
with the earth. These globetrotters 
travel across vast areas covering thou- 
sands of miles, stringing together a few 
patches of familiar ground that is cru- 
cial to their survival. To me this defini- 
tion of “home” suggests a new environ- 
mental consciousness. 

On an ocean beach a Sanderling 


dabbles in the surf, rushes out behind 
an outwash, then with a cheep jumps 
back and runs for cover from the next 
wave. That bird may have breakfasted 
not long ago in Patagonia. It is headed 
for the ultimate extremes of the far 
north to nest. After grinning at its 
antics, you may 

want to bow and wish 

it well on its great 

journey. 


Charles Pfister is a wildlife biologist from 
Bloomington, Indiana, who specializes in shore- 
bird research. 
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Cat Lovers Value Pak™ 


Spectacular savings coupons for you and 
your cat on food, pet supplies, health aids 
and toys. You can't go wrong... the 
coupons are worth more than the cost of 
membership! 


Cat Lovers Magazine™ 

A quarterly publication that is fun, 
easy to read, and packed with 
information. Written to entertain, 
instruct and inspire you as a cat 
owner. This is an exclusive benefit 
for members only -- it's not sold 
on the newsstand. 


Charter Membership Pin 


A beautiful design, crafted by a 
nationally prominent pet artist, and 
made with careful attention to detail. 
A pin for you to wear proudly as a 
Charter Member. 


Pet Lovers Helpline™ 

As a member, you'll receive special 
discounts every time you use Pet Lovers 
Helpline™ -- the 24 hour a day service that's 
only a phone call away with answers to 
virtually any question you may have about 
your cat. Health, diet, grooming -- you name 
it -- the Helpline is there for you. 


Charter Membership Card 


This card displays your personal club I.D. 
number allowing you full use of all benefits. 





Cat Lovers Pen Pal Program ky 
Make new friends. Share the joys 
of cat ownership with people who 
love cats as much as you do. 
Write, exchange photos, or even 
visit! 





=== All This For Only $29.00! 
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Join Cat Lovers of America. 


¢ Be a better cat owner 
e Enjoy your pet more than ever 
e Save money on cat products and services 


plus receive 11 great benefits and 2 FREE gifts! 
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Lj YES... I accept your invitation to become a Charter Member of Cat 6LX1 
Lovers of America™. Send me my credentials as soon as you receive my payment. 


( ) 3 Year Membership Dues: $50 (SAVE $37!) 
















Cat Lovers of America 
Bulletin™ 

A monthly insider's report to keep you 
informed about issues and events 
important to every cat lover and the 
latest club news. 


Charter Membership 


Window Decal 

An outstanding design made of durable 
vinyl and printed with long lasting 
inks. Ideal for you to display proudly 
on your car or home window. 


Charter Membership 


Certificate 

This certificate is colorfully printed 
on beautiful parchment paper and is 
personalized with your name. Frame 
it and display it with pride. 


A Donation to Help Cats 

We will contribute a portion of 

your membership dues to a respected 
national humane group in support 

of their work on behalf of all cats. 


A Voice for Pet Advocacy 
As a cat lover you want to make 
sure your rights, and the rights 
of your pet, are fully protected. 
Cat Lovers of America™ is 
your legislative voice! 
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Zip 








1-800-457-8722 


Card Number. 
Signature 
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U.S. Funds Only. 








(operators are standing by) 
The call is FREE - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! 











Mail to: Cat Lovers of America, P.O. Box 5050, El Toro, CA 92630 
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Fledgling Territory 





BY ALICE J. TURNER 
Northern Cardinals 


N othing quite catches your eye like 
a brilliant-colored Northern 
Cardinal. Because of the males’ red 
color and cheerful song, these birds 
are favorites of many people. 

Cardinals are very easily identified. 
The male has bright-red plumage, a 
red crest and a large black mask on its 
face surrounding its red bill. The fe- 
male is buffy-brown and has a tinge of 
red on its wings, crest and tail. 

The Northern Cardinal is so popular 
that seven states claim it as their state 
bird. They are Illinois, Indiana, Ken- 
tucky, North Carolina, Ohio, Virginia 
and West Virginia. 

These birds were named for their 
color, which closely matches the red 
garment worn by high-ranking Catho- 
lic Church officials called cardinals. 
Early North American explorers were 
reminded of cardinals when they first 
saw our crested red bird. 

Most Northern Cardinals do not mi- 
grate in the winter. You can usually see 
them in pairs except during the late 
summer and early fall when family 
groups and flocks call and forage in the 
undergrowth. 

Cardinals usually feed on the ground 
or in shrubs and trees looking for 
insects, fruit and seeds. Their heavy 
bills are ideal for cracking seeds. You 
can easily attract cardinals to feeders if 
you offer them sunflower seeds. 

Both the male and female sing year- 
round. The cardinal’s song is a loud, 
clear whistle. If you hear a what cheer or 
purty, purty, look around and you will 
probably catch a glimpse of this beau- 
tiful red bird. When excited, the cardi- 
nal will raise its crest and tip its tail 
upright. 

A Northern Cardinal clutch usually 
consists of three to five pale green-blue 
eggs that are marked with brown, gray 
or purple specks. Both the male and 
female incubate the eggs, and the nest- 
lings hatch in 12 to 13 days. Cardinal 
chicks are fed and brooded by both 


Photo: Northern Cardinal by Bill Draker 


parents and fledge in about 10 days. 
The cardinal can be found through- 
out most of the United States east of the 
Rocky Mountains and from southern 
Arizona east to southwest Texas. They 
also inhabit Mexico. 
In the cardinal’s Southwest range it 





can be confused with the Pyrrhuloxia 
(Pi-roo-locks-e-a). To tell the differ- 
ence between these very similar spe- 
cies, look closely at the shape of each 
bird’s bill. The cardinal’s bill is cone- 
shaped, while the Pyrrhuloxia’s is 
curved slightly downward. 
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Photo Contest 
Winners 

You have seen the winners of the 
1991 WildBird Photo Contest on the 
cover and throughout the issue. Now 
here are the winners of our first Fledg- 
ling Photo Contest: 

For the 9-12 age group the first- 
place award goes to Ryan Elizabeth 
Bowe for her photo of a Northern 
Cardinal. Ryan is from Columbia, 
South Carolina, and took her photo- 
graph with a Minolta 5000L. 

The second-place winner is Michael 
Gaddis from Woodstock, Georgia. 
During a visit to Guntersville, Ala- 
bama, Michael took his photograph of 
two Ring-billed Gulls in flight. 

For the under 8 category, our win- 
ner is Chris Gaddis from Woodstock, 
Georgia, for his photograph of Ameri- 
can Goldfinches feeding. 

Thanks to all our participants. Ryan 
and Chris will each receive a one-year 
subscription to WildBird, and Michael 
will be awarded three rolls of color 
print film. Congratulations! 





Wild Goose 
Chase 


My grandparents and | were driv- 
ing around Willapa Bay just before 
dusk ona sunny fall day. We glanced 
out on the mudflats and could not 
believe what we saw. 

At first we thought it was a dog 
chasing some Canada Geese. But 
upon closer inspection, it turned out 
to be a bear, not a dog. 

Also, instead of the bear chasing 
the geese, the geese were chasing 
the bear! You might think that the 
bear could have stood on its own 
ground even though there were 25 
to 30 geese. 

My grandfather pulled the car over 
to the side of the road so we could 
see what happened next. That is 
when all the commotion started. The 
geese had their necks and wings 
way out, and the noise was unbear- 
able! 

The bear, slipping and sliding, 
made it to the grass. But the 
geese were still chasing him. 
Finally he made it to the highway 
and disappeared in the brush on 
Bear Mountain. 

Let me tell you, it sure was a 
funny sight to see! 

Bridgett Johnson, age 13 
Edmonds, Washington 
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First Place in the 
under 8 category: 
American Goldfinches 
by Chris Gaddis 


Future Assignment 
Black and orange, black and yellow or black and brown are colors of orioles. 
Draw and color an oriole. Be sure to put your name, age and address on your 
drawing. Send it to WildBird “Fledgling Territory,” P.O. Box 838, Payson, 
AZ 85547. 











ANEW SHELTERED APPROACH 
TO BIRDFEEDERS 











Protection from wind, rain 
and snow is provided by the 

unique weathervane construction of 
this feeder. Clear plexiglass sides rotate 
toward the wind—no matter which 
direction it's blowing. 














This unique, sturdy, wood 
birdfeeder provides a dry, sheltered 

environment while allowing you 
to watch through the clear panels. 







The complete birdfeeder 

includes the aluminum pole so you 
may easily install and enjoy. 

A great gift idea! 


ONLY $35.95 
ORDER NOW 







Send check or money order or use 
VISA/MasterCard. Add $4.00 
shipping and handling. Ohio 

residents add 6% sales tax. Please 

allow 2 weeks for delivery. Phone 

1-800-852-BIRD or mail to Baldwin 
Enterprises, P.O. Box 585 Dept. 

WB6 , Dayton, Ohio 45405 









Squirrel Baffle $8.95 
Patent Pending 









Direct from the farm to you 


50# Sunflowers (Black oil)......... $17.00 
25# Sunflowers (Black oil)......... $ 9.00 
50# Birdmix (No Corn) i 
50# Birdmix (12% Sunfl.)........... .$ 8.75 










20# Birdmix (12% Sunfl.) .......... $ 4.00 
20# Birdmix (No Corn) .............. $ 4.80 
25# Sunflower Hearts................ $13.00 
10# Niger (2# Bags).............06 $ 9.90 









All orders over 100 Ibs. 
receive 5% discount. 
Prices do not include shipping. 
Request for complete price list is free. 
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BILL CHANDLER FARMS 
R.R. 2 WB, Noble, IL 62868 


800-752- BIRD 
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Birders Emporium 


Binocular and Camera Strap ™ 


¢ No weight on neck 
¢ No scratched equipment 
¢ Cut down on swaying 
¢ Adjustable 
$8.00 postpaid (ILRes.add45¢) 5 
Send check or M.O. to: 
The Birder’s Connection 
2521 College Rd. Dept. ws 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
(708) 852-9615 Dealer Ing. Invited 
Send for free brochure 
Money-Back Guarantee 












Six subspecies of Sandhill Cranes, 
the most common crane species in 
the world, are recognized—the 
Lesser, Canadian, Greater, Florida, 
Mississippi and Cuban races. The 
Mississippi and Cuban Sandhills are 
listed as endangered, and both races 
number less than 200 birds. 







Exquisitely detailed full colour greeting cards by 
British botanical artist. Blank inside with 
envelopes. Choose birds or birds/fioral/animals. 
$45.00 for 24 cards or $22.50 for 12. Refund if 
not delighted. 


Past Times 
Dept. WB. 908 Niagara Falls Bivd. 
North Tonawanda, N.Y. 14120-2060 















Back issues of WILDBIRD are 
available in limited quantity. 
Send $4.00 for each issue to: 












FANCY PUBLICATIONS 
Back Issue Dept. 

P.O. Box 6050 

Mission Viejo, CA 92690 











OR for specific information on in- 
dividual issues, send in a self- 

addressed stamped envelope for our 
complete WILDBIRD back issue list. 














(Please remit funds by check or money 
order in U.S. funds only.) 
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CANADIAN 
NATURE 


TOURS 


A program of the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists 


Warblers to Whales 
Canoes to Caribou 


Our groups are small & enthusiastic 
Our leaders expert naturalists 
Our locations the best in the world 


JOIN US! 
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BUDGET BIRDING 


Birding trips to 

Pt. Pelee, Mexico, 
Costa Rica and 
more at reasonable 
rates. Organize 
your Audubon or 
Sierra Club Chapter, 
photography club, or 
friends for group 
discounts. For more 
information write or call: 


BUDGET BIRDING 


1731 HATCHER CRESCENT, DEPT. WB 
ANN ARBOR, MI 48103 (313) 995-4357 






























Kit Jeans Mounger 
The Glassworks 
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Chickadee 


NATURE STORE 






Your choice of bird 
carved into stained 
glass: $23.50 
(shipping included) 
Custom-designed 
lamps, panels, and 
doors, also available. 


Qualit Jy Send for a Free Brochure: 


; vy Brand Goosefoot Farm 
oe Route #1, Box 319 


Houston, Texas 77055 : B irdfo 7 | New Johnsonville, TN 37134 
(713) 956-2670 : 615-535-2026 















FEATURING 
VARI-CRAFTS 
FEEDERS 


















SAVE MONEY on Famous Brand Walking Shoes! 
Fast delivery on RocSports, ProWalkers, Avia, 
New Balance, Converse, Soft Spots, 
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Free Peterson 
Field Guides 


Receive up to 10 FREE Guides with our 
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The Northern Cardinal is the state 
bird of seven states, more than any 
other bird. Illinois, Indiana, Ken- 
tucky, North Carolina, Ohio, Vir- 
ginia and West Virginia claim the 
cardinal as their state bird. 
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A GREAT ele Crane 
GIFT Gull Island Lighthouse THE EASY WAY! 
: Bird Feeder 












Capturing the beauty of a seacoast 
lighthouse, each feeder is hand 
crafted from solid copper. 25" tall, it 
can be pole mounted or attached to 
any flat surface. Transparent upper 
tower dispenses thistle mix; lower 
tower dispenses cardinal mix. This 
beautifully detailed and functional 
bird feeder will last a lifetime. 
Request free brochure or order now 
direct from the workshop. Check/ 
Visa/Master $124.50 + $5.00 shipping. 
2 Orders processed 24 hours. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
GULL ISLAND CRAFTSMEN 





AUDUBON SOCIETY’S 
VIDEOGUIDE TO BIRDS 
OF NORTH AMERICA 





VHS 






.- SUMMER SPECIAL... 







View nature's distinct beauty up close with a 
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SONGBIRDS II 
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109 SPECIES 






"Roof prism 
=Water resistant 
=Center focus 

=» Armored 
"Lifetime warranty 






NEW FOR 


BIRD LOVERS $28.00 oe 


WATCHING A VIDEO IS 
LIKE BEING THERE! 


FOR MORE INFO, CATALOG OR TO ORDER CONTACT: 






THE CARDINAL FEEDER 
iS easy to use and fun for all bird 
watchers. It's handpainted in 
cardinal red, with a black mask 
and an orange beek. Half an Only $8.95 


Now on Sale! 
Pentax 8x42 DCF $199.95 


Sumce 914 
National Camera Exchange 
9300 Olson Memorial Highway, Golden Valley, MN 55427. We take 


trade-ins, and offer a 30-day satisfaction guarantee. Prices subject to 
change. For local orders call (612) 546-6831. Out-of-state call toll-free. 


Call for Free Binocular Buying Guide 


1-800-624-8107 








orange or apple in summer or a plus $2.00 shipping 
suet ball in winter will bring 
flocks of birds to your yard. THE CARDINAL FEEDER 
accommodates all fruit eating birds, will delight everyone, 
and is a unique gift for any occasion. 

Money orders, cashier's checks and personal checks accepted 
Allow three weeks for delivery. Personal checks 10 days to clear. 

E.F. Schultz & Associates 
2109 N. 21st. Street ¢ Sheboygan, WI 53081 





GREAT LAKES. 


TRADING POST 
8870 W. BAYSHORE DRIVE 
TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49684 













































































Proll Yankees Ine. 


The World's Best Bird Feeders. 


$7.995 
Post Paid 
Squirrel Proof 
Finch Feeder 


Guaranteed for 3 Years 


Send Check or 
Money Order to: 


Wild Bird House 
7342 W. 80th St. 
Overland Park, KS 66204 


¢ Dealer Inquiries Invited ¢ 


Call (913) 341-0700 


for details and prices on all 
Droll Yankees Products. 


Wild Bird House 
is a National Distributor 
for all 
Droll Yankees Products. 





$400. 


when you order your 


—=NEW— 


Pocket Birding Guide! 


Source directory of top Fall and Spring 


Bird Migration Spots in the U.S. 


Includes complete list of 
Birding Tours with 


Special Discount Information. 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
95* 
$$ ppd 


*Tllinois residents add sales tax. 
Send Check or Money Order with 
Your Name and Address to: 


Nature First 
P.O. Box 9062 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 


Allow 2-5 weeks for delivery 





Birders Emporium 


Sipe 
MAKE YOUR’ ™' 


7 YARD AN OASIS 


with The Lawn Oasis bird bath 
& special bird bath heater 






































we 





> i wes 
Bot 95 3” 


a7 / \ 


Durable bath is made of an all welded steel 
frame with lift out, polypropylene bowl. No 
assembly required. Bath stands 29” high, 
bowl is 17” in diameter 1% deep. Safe, low 
wattage heater has guard over element to 
protect wildlife. 


ORDER NOW from 


AUDUBON WORKSHOP 
Call Toll Free 1-800-325-9464 


Dealer Inquire’s Welcome At: 


26309 - 146th St. 
Zimmerman, MN 55398 
(612) 856-4700 


, IRON DESIGN 


2 
Kp er 


THE BEST OUTDOOR 
CLOTHING IN THE 
WORLD 


Merganser Clothing was designed by 
an amateur ornithologist to meet the needs 
of the naturalist, in and out of the bush. 
Everything about our clothing signifies 
quality and durability, as well as classic 
good looks that defy the test of trendiness. 
Our product slogan EVERLASTING 
and our LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
reflect our commitment to this clothing 
and to improve the enjoyment of the 
great outdoors. 

For information and free color catalog write or call: 


Merganser Outdoor 


Clothing Inc. 


Box 4, Bond Head, ON Canada LOG 1B0 
Tel: (416) 775-4864 





THE MAGNUM 


Sunflower Seed Feeder 


Handcrafted of Holds 2 gals. of black 
squirrel-proof materials. oiler sunflower seed. 


* 
~ 


3 
__s.; 
Roof slides up hanging rod Hang or 
for easy filling. pole mount. 
$29.95 ppd. (U.P.S.) 
Check or Money Order. 
(219) 696-9315 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


MAGNUM 
FEEDERS 


P.O. Box 173 ws 
Lowell, IN 46356 








Bluebird Box Kits 


° Easy to Assemble 

° Rough Pine 

e All Hardware 
Included 

* Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

$8.95 ea., two for $17.00 || 

POSTAGE PAID 
While they last. 












ya 


W fay’ PO.BOX 928, DEPT. WB 
BIRD COMPANY)  GENEVA.NY. 4456 





$SAVING$ 


On wild bird supplies 
send for our free 


DISCOUNT CATALOG 


Wild Attractions 
Dept. WB 
2900 Cabin Creek Drive 
Burtonsville, MD. 
20866 


(301) 384-4308 












SUARANTEED ANALYSIS 


Crude Protein 
Crude Fat 
Crude Fiber 


Moisture 











not less than 18.59% 
not less than 22.5%, 
not more than 9.5%, 
not more than 8.5%, 












5# - $8.25 ppd 10# - $14.95 ppd 
INGREDIENTS: 
Niger Seed, Sunflower Chips, White Prosso Millet 
J-SARA FEEDS 


P.O. Box 104853, Jefferson City, MO 65110 
(314) 635-0988 


.. Exceptional 
"Wild Bird 
- VIDEOS 


Now the serious birder 
can view telephoto close-ups of wild birds in 
their natural habitats, complete with live- 
action sound and educational commentary. 
"Videotapes such as [these] are a joy to view 


again and again." Bill Murphy, Birding, April 1991 


Birding Hot Spots in Texas: Mi- 
hee arblers, Orioles, Cranes, Water- 


irds, Kingfishers, Hawks, Mexican and 
rare species, and many others. 


1Hr. VHS Introductory Price $29.95 
VOLIDAY SPECI | 

Spring Migration at the Dry Tor- 
tugas: Enjoy Warblers, nesting Frigates, 


Sootys, Noddys, and many pelagic birds. 
55 min. long VHS Now $29.95 
Nesting Seabirds on Machias Seal 


Island: Includes Puffins, Razor-bills, 
Arctic Terns, Guillemots, and Eiders. 
48 min. long VHS Now $29.95 


The Birds of Sanibel: 86 commonly 
seen birds in their usual habitat. 
2hr. long VHS Now $34.95 


Rare Birds of Sanibel: 120 less- 
frequently-seen species are featured. 
110 min. long VHS Now $34.95 x * 


Herriott Wild Bird Videos 


Money back guarantee. Include $2 per tape for 
U.S. shipping. Add 6% sales tax for FL delivery. 
Send check or M.O.(no credit cards please) to: 


Don Herriott 
1237 Isabel Drive, Sanibel, FL 33957 




















BirdBase 2 


“Sophisticated...tast...a great program.” -The Auk “Easy to 
use even for a beginner.” - Birding World “The software of 
choice...meets all list making demands.” - Wilson Lib. Bull. 
BB 2 is tor serious birders. tt automatically keeps thousands 
of check/life lists, with full details of all sightings. tt handles 
any change in bird names, taxonomy, or the territory birded, 
and uses disk space very frugally. You cannot outgrow BB 2. 
With the latest ABA-AOU N. American and Hawaiian species. 
it is $59.95+$3.00 shipping and requires an IBM-compatible 
that has 720 K of total disk capacity as well as 256 K of RAM. 
With also the ABA-adopted Clements’ 4th Ed. world species, 
it is $99.95 +$5.00 and needs a hard disk and 640 K of RAM. 


A demo disk with a full working version of BB 2 is onty $1.00. 
Specity the size of drive A. Add 7% tax for shipments to CA. 
=m Satisfaction (ay | 

guaranteed ae) 
SANTA BARBARA SOFTWARE PRODUCTS 
1400 Dover Road; S.B. CA 93103 USA; Phone 805 963 4886 











Birders Emporium 


KEMPF’S 


P.O. BOX 504 
WOONSOCKET, SD 57385 
5 bY 








Flexible Plastic 
Haunted Woods 
Birdhouse 
$10.50 ea.. 


Vinyl "HANS" 
Bird Feeder 
$24.50 ea. 
All Prices Postpaid 
Outside USA add $2.00 
(SD Customers add 4% 
sales tax) 


Sterling Silver Nordic 
“Thor's Hammer" 
Necklace 
$27.00 ea. 


Send for Free Catalog of These and Other Unusual 
Birdhouses, Feeders and Gift Items! 











The Sandhill Crane is the most com- 
mon of the 15 crane species in the 
world, numbering close to 600,000 
birds. 











Binocular Repair Experts 


Factory repair on all makes & models. 
35 years experience. Free estimates. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. Wholesale & 
quantity prices. 


Oceanview Instruments 
~ 2523 W. Pacific Coast Hwy. 
Newport Beach, CA 92663 
(714) 646-3275 


Authentic English Cottage 











“Nesta Box” 


Handcrafted in England 
This weather-proof 
birdhouse will outlast 
all wooden boxes. 
Entrance suited for 
small birds and finches. 
Attractive, easy to 
install and clean. 


Order Now! 
1-800-722-6115 


PPM, PO. Box 5959 
Newark, DE 19714-5959 





S496. 
$11.99 


plus $2.50 
shipping and handling 








* BIRD FEEDERS 
* BIRDHOUSES & 
* BAT HOUSES 
* PLANTERS 

* MUCH MORE... 


Fine redwood, cedar, to 


and pine at fair 
prices. Beautifully 
handcrafted in 
New Hampshire. 


The Wildlife Workshop Inc. 
Catalog: 1-800-765-1098 
Dealer inquiries welcome 



















































TELESCOPES 
BINOCULARS 


SAVE UP TO 40% ¢ EXPERT HELP 


VISIT THE WORLD'S LARGEST & MOST COMPLETE CENTERS! 















SIMI VALLEY, CA TORRANCE, CA COSTA MESA, CA 
679 Easy St. 3132 Pac. Coast Hwy. 3033 S. Bristol 
(805) 522-6646 (213) 326-3251 (714) 957-6900 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA SAN DIEGO, CA LAS VEGAS, NV 
14324 Ventura Blvd. 4766 Clairemont 2216 Paradise Rd. 
(818) 789-5805 Mesa Blvd. (702) 733-9288 
RIVERSIDE, CA (619) 277-6686 SURPLUS STORE- 
10076 Magnolia Ave. SURPLUS STORE- SIMI VALLEY 
(714) 359-5591 RIVERSIDE 679 Easy St. 
10076 Magnolia Ave. (805) 522-6646 
FREE CATALOG (714) 359-5591 












Necklace/Pin 
439.99 
Earrings *14.99 
Sold as set 
$49.99 


Aand-Crafted Sterling 


Check, M.O,, VISA, M/C 
MO tes. add 6% sales tax 


Line Jefuelry 


Rt. 1 ¢ Box 96M 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 
(417) 466-3824 








PRODUCTS 
CoO., INC. 


The country’s most complete line 
of Wild Bird Suet Products 
and Suet Related Feeders 


7 Suet Varieties Available 


Our Suet Products use only the highest 
grade of rendered beef suet, grain, roasted 
peanuts, and California raisins. They are 
successfully tested coast to coast in 
summer and winter. 








products are 

available at 
your local 
dealer or 
distributor 


C & S Products Co., Inc. 
Box 848 
Fort Dodge, lowa 50501 

















WB Classified 








AVIAN ART 


SONGBIRD PRINTS by Marvin J. Fryer, 
wildlife artist. Beautiful s/n limited-edition 
print, $20; framed $40 to $50 (originals 
$250, orders only). Send for flyer. WILDLIFE 
CARVINGS AND ILLUSTRATIONS, P.O. 
Box 1094, College ar MD 20740. 12TF 








EIGHT EXQUISITE handeratted ayitellite 
notes. $3.95 ppd. Send large SASE for free 
wildlife brochure. Gift ideas under $10. 
STAMP ACT, 1199 Longpoint Rd., Mt. 
Pleasant, SC 29464. 4TF 





FREE WILD BIRD note cards. Also realisti- 
cally drawn rabbits, bears, dogs, etc. For cat- 
alog and sample send stamp to FEATHERS 
& FUR, P.O. Box 15535-W, Ann Arbor, MI 
48104. 1091 





STAINED-GLASS BIRDS. Brighten your 
windows with sun catchers of your favorite 
birds. Original designs handcrafted by the 
artist. Write for information. JAMESON STUDIO, 
5688 S. Lorene Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53221; 
(414) 281-7469. 9/892 





HAND- PAINTED WILD BIRD ornaments 
and magnets from sculptures by Jaclin 
Dunne. $8.95 each or two for $16 (includes 
shipping). Send SASE for brochure to: 
EVERGREEN CLASSICS, 3946 Park Lane, 
Traverse City, Ml 49684. 8/192 





WANTED: HUMMINGBIRD AND BUTTER- 
FLY prints and books. Highest prices paid. 
Send description or call ED ROBINSON, 
2368 Albot Rd., Reston, VA 22091; (703) 
476-0205. 5/1091 





INDIVIDUALIZED COMPUTER- ART note 
cards featuring shorebirds. Six designed 
cards and envelopes, $12. Include desired 
name or initials. DONNA’S DESIGNS, P.O. 
Box 18573-YY, Corpus Christi, TX 78480- 
0573. 1091 
HANGING MINI- BIRD WHIRLIGIGS for 
patios. Hand-painted wooden well-construct- 
ed hummingbirds, bluebirds, Blue Jays and 
cardinals. Made in Wyoming, USA! Only 
$16.95 each ppd. Write to: COULTER’S 
GIFTS, P.O. Box 1045, Wheatland, WY 
82201-1045. 9/1191 








COMPUTER-ART SHOREBIRD collection. 
Six different shorebirds on signed prints 
designed on the computer. The collection of 
six prints, each matted and framed, $100. 
The six prints ready for matting, $50. 
DONNA’S DESIGNS, P.O. Box 18573-X, 
Corpus Christi, TX TRABO- 0573. 1091 





COLORFUL HAND- PAINTED LEATHER 
jewelry in many bird and animal designs. For 
price list and photo send $1 to: DESIGNS 


BY ALEX, P.O. Box 262, Monroe, OR 
97456; (503) 847-5580. Wholesale available 
to stores and clubs. 10/1191 





WILD BIRD NOTE CARDS and tablets. 
Lovely sampler, six original designs. $5. 
Write DIANE OLSON, 9516 Clinton Ave. S., 

Bloomington, MN 55420. 10/1291 


BIRD POEMS. Original verses including 
your name and favorite birding activities. 
Send SASE for details to: BIRD POEMS, 
PiO13%e% Roseland, NJ 07068. 1091 


BEAUTIFUL DYED- LEATHER Bald Eagle 
and Spotted-Owl earrings, pins and pendants. 
$9.50 each ppd. Other designs also available. 
EMILY’S WESTERN ARTS, Rt. 2, Box 100, 
Plains, MT 59859. 10/1191 


BIRDHOUSES 


CEDAR WORKS. Quality western red cedar 
nature products. Dining-out squirrel feeder, 
$14.95; butterfly house, $42.50; bat house, 
$34.95; bluebird house, $17.95; kestrel/owl 
house, $34.95; martin house, $79.95; Forev- 

















er Full bird feeder, $49.95. MC/VISA plus 
next-day UPS shipping. For free catalog 
send SASE to CEDAR WORKS, P.O. Box 
266, Moorhead, IA 51558. 8TF 





FULL-SIZED TEMPLATES. Bat houses and 
birdhouses—bluebird, chickadee, Downy 
Woodpecker, flicker, House Wren, kestrel, 
nuthatch, saw-whet owl and screech-ow/l, tit- 
mouse and Tree Swallow—$4.00 each; 
Wood Duck, $5 each. Assembled houses, 
$12 to $25. For brochure, send SASE to 
KOO-KOO NEST, 265 Arlington, Dept. 
WB1, Rochester Hills, MI 48307. 1091 





DURABLE, RUSTIC PORTUGUESE CORK 
birdhouses. Indicate species desired (cus- 
tomized). $24.95 ppd. in continental U.S. 
Send check cr MO to CHESAPEAKE, 905 
Huntsman Rd., Towson, MD dae 9/1091 





PLANS FOR BUILDING your own bird- 
house, platform, feeder, plus nesting boxes, 
with instructions. Please send $4.50 plus $1 
s/h to J. LITTLEFIELD, P.O. Box 472, North 
Berwick, ME 03906. 9/1191 
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WILDBIRD CLASSIFIED 
P.O. Box 6050 
Mission Viejo, CA 92690 


14 15° “16 


Heading: 


Yes, | want to be known! Please publish my ad 


| understand that classified ads must be paid in advance, so enclosed is $ for 
words at 50¢ per word, times the number of insertions ($10 minimum per inser- 
tion). P.O. Box, phone number and state/zip equal one word each. 


Ads must be received by the 20th day of the month, 4 months prior to the cover date, 
i.e., January 20 for the May issue. Check, money order, MC/VISA accepted. 


SAMPLE AD 
WE LOVE BIRDING! Learn about birds, equipment, books and tours. BIRD 
1 9 


WAYS. P.O. Box 909, BLS. W. sib Ave, Anyiown, CA 19000; (123) 456-7890 


The editor reserves the right to make stylistic changes. Type or print clearly. 


1091 
(714) 855-8822, ext. 212 
Fax (714) 855-3045 


times. 





Ad Copy: 




















Name 


Please fill out the following for our records only. Ads cannot be published without this information. 








Address 





City/State/Zip 





Telephone 





MC/VISA # 


_Exp. Date 
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BIRDING EQUIPMENT 


QUALITY OPTICS, BINOCULARS and spot- 
ting scopes. Free list and literature. Consult- 
ing. Zeiss, Leica, Bausch & Lomb, Bushnell, 
Swarovski, Kowa, Nikon, Swift and Fujinon. 
Immediate shipping. Over 50 years. 
WENTLING, P.O. Box 355B, Hershey, PA 
17033; (717) 533-2468. 1 








ausJENA BINOCULARS (GERMANY). 
Experience the ultimate in brilliance and 
clarity! Europe’s largest manufacturer of 
finest quality binoculars. Consumer and 
dealer inquiries invited. EUROPTIK, LTD., 
Box 319WB, Dunmore, PA 18509; (717) 
347-6049. 10TF 





OPTICS HEADQUARTERS FOR BIRDERS 
since 1960. Selection advice, 24-hour ship- 
ping, deep discounts on binoculars, scopes, 
tripods and more. USA warranties. Catalog 
and prices on request. BIRDING, P.O. Box 
4405 WB, Halfmoon, NY 12065; (518) 664- 
2011. Sik 





BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING TELE- 
SCOPES by ausJENA. Brilliantly designed, 
ultra-high resolution optics. Unparalleled 
German optical craftsmanship. Free 
brochure and discount price list. HAZLEOP- 
TICS, 757 McNair St., Hazleton, PA 18201; 
phone/FAX (717) 455-4605. 5/1091 





ENGLISH WAX COATS: 12-0z. wax cotton 
jackets and vests, imported from England. 
Highest quality; excellent for birding. For 
free price list and brochure send SASE to 
TOWER HILL FARMS, P.O. Box 270, Buck- 
ingham Court House, VA 23921, or call toll 
free, (800) 253-6203. 9/1291 





GREAT BIRDING TOOL! Songbirds mob 
this screech-owl recording. Continuous tape; 
never rewind. Always ready. $8.95 ppd. 
3CE, P.O. Box 30482WB, Charleston, SC 
29417. 1091 


BOOKS & MAGAZINES 


RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT books on wild 
birds and natural history. MARCHER’S 
BOOKS, 6204 N. Vermont, Dept. WB, Okla- 
homa City, OK 73112. 12TF 








QUICK INDEX to Peterson’s A Field Guide 
To The Birds-East, Peterson's A Field Guide 
To The Birds-West (1990 Edition); National 
Geographic Society Field Guide To The 
Birds Of North America; Golden Guide To 
Field Identification Birds Of North America. 
Peel-and-stick label. Bird identification 
becomes easier with quick reference 
attached to book cover. $2 each ppd. Illinois 
residents add 14¢ tax per index. BIRDER’S 
CONNECTION, 2521 College Rd., Downers 
Grove, IL 60516. 8/792 





BINOCULARS FOR BIRDERS. $12.95 plus 
$1.95 s/h, or send SASE for free informa- 
tion. Contact AVIAN PRESS, P.O. Box 
56068, Madison, WI 53705-9368. 11/1091 
WANTED: HUMMINGBIRD AND BUTTER- 
FLY books and prints Highest prices paid. 
Send description or call ED ROBINSON, 
2368 Albot Rd., Reston, VA 22091; (703) 
476-0205. 5/1091 








“LETTER FROM THE COUNTRY” is full of 
wildflowers, birds, gardens, stars and news 
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from friendly readers across the country. 
Send $2 for three-month trial of our nature 
newsletter, or $12.50 for full year. LETTER, 
89370 View Dr., Florence, OR 97439. 10TF 





FREE CATALOG OF BOOKS for birders. 
Hard-to-find classics by Audubon, Phillips, 
others. Bent Life History series, Borror bird- 
song cassettes, bird- identification posters, 
much more. Write DOVER PUBLICATIONS, 
31 E. 2nd St., Dept. A286, Mineola, NY 
11501. 10TF 





DISCOVER SPECTACULAR GATHERINGS 
of birds and other wildlife! “Photo Traveler,” 
a bimonthly newsletter provides information 
on the best places to take pictures, written 
from a photographer's point of view. $29.95 
per year. For subscription or information 
write PHOTO TRAVELER, P.O. Box 39912, 
Los Angeles, CA 90039. 9/1291 





FEED & FEEDERS 


SQUIRREL-PROOF BIRD FEEDERS. 
Finest-quality feeders ever designed. Engi- 
neered to last a lifetime. You will never have 
to worry about squirrels destroying your 
feeder again. The last feeder your birds will 
ever need. Write for catalog. WILDLIFE 
PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 363WB, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54494. 10TF 








72 BIRDHOUSES, FEEDERS and other 
things to make for fun or profit. Patterns cat- 
alog, $2. RSG, P.O. Box 234, Washington 
Mills, NY 13479. 7/1291 





QUALITY WILD-BIRD SEED by mail. For a 
complete description and price list of many 
quality seeds at bargain prices, call or write 
NORTHERN GREEN, P.O. Box 394, Breck- 
enridge, MN 56520; (218) 643-4545; FAX: 
(218) 643-8537. 5/1091 





JOIN PROJECT FEEDERWATCH! Tell us 
what birds come to your feeder from Novem- 
ber to March. We will send you instructions, 
data forms and two newsletters per year. 
Send $12 to PROJECT FEEDERWATCH, 
Cornell Lab. of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker 
Woods Rad., Ithaca, NY 14850. 8/1191 





BIRD FEEDERS, SUET FEEDERS, yard 
ornaments, more. Pine and redwood. Hand- 
crafted in New Hampshire. THE WILDLIFE 
WORKSHOP INC. For catalog call (800) 
765-1098. Dealers welcome. 8/1091 





HANDCRAFTED QUALITY BIRD FEEDERS 
and houses. All Western red cedar. Free 
catalog. CEDAR THINGS, 408 Kaye Dr., 
Pickerington, OH 43147. 9/192 





ATTRACT THE LARGEST VARIETY of 
birds to your garden feeders using the right 
foods, any time of year. Stop waste, save 
money! For informative report send $3 to: 
MARYANN PRODUCTS, 1672 Whitehall 
Ave., Allentown, PA 18104. . 9/292 





LARGEST SELECTION of quality bird feed- 
ers and houses available. For free catalog 
write BACKYARD BIRDS & CO., 717 S. 
Broadview, Springfield, MO 65809. 10/392 


FREE: 400-ITEM CATALOG of wild-bird 
feed, supplies and accessories. Write to: 
THE BARN ELF, RD 7, Box 532, Newton, 
NJ 07860. 10/392 





GIFTS 


OWL COLLECTORS. “I Love Owls” bumper 
sticker, $1. Merchandise/book catalog, $1 
(refundable). OWL’S NEST, P.O. Box 
5491WB, Fresno, CA 93755. 10TF 





HAND-PAINTED EXOTIC BIRD designs. T- 
shirts and sweatshirts. Brochure, $1 (refund- 
able with first order). WELSH TRADING 
COMPANY, Dept. W, P.O. Box 221433, 
Charlotte, NC 28222. 8/1091 





DOUBLE OFFER! Free with request for col- 
orful brochure, two gift certificates ($12 
total). Your favorite birds on top quality 
sweatshirts and scarves. USA made, 100% 
guaranteed. Write to: HAPPY CRICKET, 
P.O. Box 670, Asheboro, NC 27204. 6/192 





WILDLIFE CATALOG. Unique collection of 
T-shirts, books and gifts. Send $1 to GOING 
WILD, Behling and Johnson, P.O. Box 189, 
Dept. WB, St. Germain, WI 54558. = 9/1191 





GIFT SELECTIONS at low introductory 
prices: mini-alabastrite birds in nest, $3.95; 
ceramic bird wind chimes, $6.95; miniature 
solid brass swans (2), $6.95; blue-luster 
glass bird, $7.95; porcelain covered dove 
dish, $10.95. Add $2 s/h. Allow four to six 
weeks for delivery. ALAN CO., INC., P.O. 
Box 4023, Boise, ID 83711. 9/1191 





BIRD POEMS. Original verses include recip- 
ients name and favorite birding activities. 
Plan now for Christmas. Send SASE for 
details. BIRD POEM GIFT, P.O. Box 372, 
Roseland, NJ 07068. 1091 





GUIDED TOURS 


COSTA RICA. Guided birding along rainfor- 
est trails. Delicious meals, elegant accom- 
modations in beautiful hacienda, ground 
transportation, horseback riding and tours all 
included from $390/person/week. RANCHO 
NATURALISTA, Apdo. 364-1002, San Jose, 
Costa Rica; (506) 39-7138. 11TF 








COSTA RICA’S NATIONAL PARKS and 
wildlife refuges. Guided birding and nature 
tours. For information contact MICHAEL 
SNOW, Apartado 73, 7200 Siquirres, Costa 
Rica. TIE 





YELLOWSTONE CENTENNIAE BIRDING 
TOURS. Six escorted days in the Montana 
high country. Free brochure. Write P.O. Box 
741, Dillon, MT 59725. 6/1091 





MISCELLANEOUS 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your 
ornithology-related small business. 
Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded 
message. Call (707) 449-8600. (LM9) 
10/1291 








SINGLES NETWORK. Meet other single 
birders in a North America-wide network for 
naturalists, science professionals and sci- 
ence buffs (all ages). For information write 
SCIENCE CONNECTION INC., P.O. Box 
188, Youngstown, NY 14174, or P.O. Box 
389, Port Dover, Ontario, Canada NOA 1NO, 
or phone (800) 667-5179 (U.S. only). 9/1291 








TRAVEL & LODGING 


RAMSEY CANYON INN Bed & Breakfast, 
adjacent to the Mile Hi/Ramsey Canyon Pre- 
serve. 14 species of hummingbirds and over 
200 other species of birds visit during the 
year. One-bedroom cottage also available. 
For information contact 31 Ramsey Canyon 
Rd., Dept.WB, Hereford, AZ 85615; (602) 
378-3010. 10TF 





BIRD COSTA RICA’S HIGH Talamancas 
(7500 ft.) with all the comforts of a private 
home. Personalized vacations include lodg- 
ing, delicious meals, expert guiding on well- 
maintained and beautiful trails. Weekly 
rates: $750/couple. STEVE FRIEDMAN, 
APDO 10303, 1000 San Jose, Costa Rica. 
Phone/FAX (506) 25-02-71. 12TF 





; BOSQUE DEL APACHE WILDLIFE Refuge 
on the Rio Grande River Flyway. Year-round 
habitats of 295 high plains, mountain and 
riparian bird species. EATON HOUSE BED 
& BREAKFAST. For reservations and infor- 
mation call (505) 835-1067, or write P.O. 
Box 536, Socorro, NM 87801. Ask about our 
early-birder special. 5TF 





SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO: Gila 
river area. 309 bird species visit yearly from 
desert to mesas to mountains. Four western 
hummingbird species, warblers, black hawk, 
Spotted Owl. Breakfast, sack lunch, dinner. 
BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH, P.O. 
Box 1163WB, Silver City, NM 88062; (505) 
538-2538. Ask about guided bird tours, bird- 
identification classes and bird-species list. 
8TF 





DEER RUN BED & BREAKFAST on the 
ocean, in the heart of the Key Deer National 
Wildlife Refuge and a state aquatic pre- 
serve. A year-round birding paradise. Con- 
tact P.O. Box 431, Big Pine Key, FL 33043; 


Send for your 


COLD, ME? NEVER! 








See the 
Damart® ad 
and coupon 
in this issue 
for your 
FREE 
CATALOG! 













FREE CATALOG! 


wee IS NO WARMER UNDERWEAR MADE! 


CAPE MAY POINT, New Jersey: Crossroad 
of fall migration. For information contact 
SEA BREEZE MOTEL, P.O. Box 860, Cape 
May, NJ 08204; (609) 884-3352. 9/1091 





JAMAICA NATURALLY: a West Indian 
nature retreat at Loveland Bird Sanctuary. 
Twenty-seven bird species found nowhere 
else on earth! Bike, hike, river, beach, 
nature walks, hot mineral baths, artesian 
springs, organic foods, tropical fruits. Con- 
tact LOVELAND TOURS, 291- 5th St., Jer- 
sey City, NJ 07302; (201) 420-0202. 9/292 


VIDEOS 


WILDLIFE VIDEOS. Available in VHS or 
8mm: bird banding, Chimney Swifts, wildlife 


rehabilitation, $15.95 to $25. For brochure 
send SASE to PAGE PRODUCTIONS, 8504 
Romney Rd., Austin, TX 78748. 8TF 


GALAPAGOS ADVENTURE! Video odyssey 
exploring these remote volcanic islands 
(where Darwin's theory of evolution originat- 
ed). See exotic wildlife, including Blue-foot- 
ed and Red-footed boobies and Flightless 
Cormorants. Send $19.95 plus $2.95 ship- 
ping to: GREAT COMPANY, INC., 7116 
S.W. 47th St., Miami, FL 33155. (Florida 
residents add 6% sales tax). 8/1091 








“AMAZING LIFESTYLES OF THE RUBY- 
THROATED HUMMINGBIRD” video. Pro- 
fessionally edited, entertaining and educa- 
tional. VHS tape only. $24.95. Refund if not 
delighted. Send check or money order to 
J&A TRADERS, 5962 Kellys Landing Rd., 
Fayetteville, NC 28306. 10/192 

















cowbirds. 


tudes. 


of the above. The name “thrasher” is actually a variation of the 


” 


L. 


of the above. The California Thrasher, as its name implies, 
‘ange limited to California and adjoining areas of Mexico. 
> three thrashers listed can also be found in California, they 
‘states in addition to California and are not found in California 


) Both Curve-billed and Sage thrashers display this marking. 
»se two species are easily separated by other markings, such as 
heir underparts and by the Curve-billed Thrasher’s longer bill. 


tas. 


Quiz Answers 


1. (A) While the Brown Thrasher is the only thrasher normally found in the 
eastern United States, its range covers the largest geographic area. 


2. (D) None of the above. None of our thrashers have both a short bill and 
plain underparts. Immature thrashers of any species may have a shorter bill 
and some have an unstreaked breast, but none retain this pattern as adults. 
3. (C) Long-billed Thrasher. Bronzed Cowbirds sometimes lay eggs in the 


nests of Long-billed Thrashers; Sage Thrashers usually reject cowbird eggs 
from their nests; Curve-billed Thrasher nests are rarely victimized by 


' the above. All three of these species, as well as the Crissal 
: found in limited ranges in desert areas of southwestern United 


dire Thrasher’s song is a sustained warbling call. 


age Thrasher, and also the Brown Thrasher, nest in parts of 
iada. The other North American thrashers are restricted to more 


Long-billed Thrasher’s range in the United States is limited to 
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BIRDING EQUIPMENT 


QUALITY OPTICS, BINOCULARS and spot- 
ting scopes. Free list and literature. Consult- 
ing. Zeiss, Leica, Bausch & Lomb, Bushnell, 
Swarovski, Kowa, Nikon, Swift and Fujinon. 
Immediate shipping. Over 50 years. 
WENTLING, P.O. Box 355B, Hershey, PA 
17033; (717) 533-2468. 5TF 


ausJENA BINOCULARS (GERMANY). 
Experience the ultimate in brilliance and 
clarity! Europe’s largest manufacturer of 
finest quality binoculars. Consumer and 
dealer inquiries invited. EUROPTIK, LTD., 
Box 319WB, Dunmore, PA 18509; (717) 
347-6049. 10TF 








since 1960. Selection advice, 24-hour ship- 
ping, deep discounts on binoculars, scopes, 
tripods and more. USA warranties. Catalog 
and prices on request. BIRDING, P.O. Box 
4405 WB, Halfmoon, NY 12065; (518) 664- 
2011. 3TF 





BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING TELE- 
SCOPES by ausJENA. Brilliantly designed, 
ultra-high resolution optics. Unparalleled 
German optical craftsmanship. Free 
brochure and discount price list. HAZLEOP- 
TICS, 757 McNair St., Hazleton, PA 18201; 
5/1091 





jackets and vests, imported from England. 
Highest quality; excellent for birding. For 
free price list and brochure send SASE to 
TOWER HILL FARMS, P.O. Box 270, Buck- 
ingham Court House, VA 23921, or call toll 
free, (800) 253-6203. 9/1291 





GREAT BIRDING TOOL! Songbirds mob 
this screech-owl recording. Continuous tape; 
never rewind. Always ready. $8.95 ppd. 
3CE, P.O. Box 30482WB, Charleston, SC 
29417. 1091 


BOOKS & MAGAZINES 


RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT books on wild 
birds and natural history. MARCHER’S 
BOOKS, 6204 N. Vermont, Dept. WB, Okla- 
homa City, OK 73112. 12TF 











QUICK INDEX to Peterson's A Field Guide 
To The Birds-East; Peterson's A Field Guide 
To The Birds-West (1990 Edition); National 
Geographic Society Field Guide To The 
Birds Of North America; Golden Guide To 
Field Identification Birds Of North America. 
Peel-and-stick label. Bird identification 
becomes easier with quick reference 
attached to book cover. $2 each ppd. Illinois 
residents add 14¢ tax per index. BIRDER’S 
CONNECTION, 2521 College Rd., Downers 
Grove, IL 60516. 8/792 





$1.95 s/h, or send SASE for free informa- 
tion. Contact AVIAN PRESS, P.O. Box 
56068, Madison, WI 53705-9368. 11/1091 





WANTED: HUMMINGBIRD AND BUTTER- 
FLY books and prints Highest prices paid. 
Send description or call ED ROBINSON, 
2368 Albot Rd., Reston, VA 22091; (703) 
476-0205. 5/1091 





“LETTER FROM THE COUNTRY” is full of 
wildflowers, birds, gardens, stars and news 
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from friendly readers across the country. 
Send $2 for three-month trial of our nature 
newsletter, or $12.50 for full year. LETTER, 
89370 View Dr., Florence, OR 97439. 10TF 





FREE CATALOG OF BOOKS for birders. 
Hard-to-find classics. by Audubon, Phillips, 
others. Bent Life History series, Borror bird- 
song cassettes, bird- identification posters, 
much more. Write DOVER PUBLICATIONS, 
31 E. 2nd St., Dept. A286, Mineola, NY 
11501. 10TF 





DISCOVER SPECTACULAR GATHERINGS 
of birds and other wildlife! “Photo Traveler,” 
a bimonthly newsletter provides information 
on the best places to take pictures, written 
from a photographer's point of view. $29.95 
per year. For subscription or information 
write PHOTO TRAVELER, P.O. Box 39912, 
Los Angeles, CA 90039. 9/1291 





FEED & FEEDERS 


SQUIRREL-PROOF BIRD FEEDERS. 
Finest-quality feeders ever designed. Engi- 





-neered to last a lifetime. You will never have 


to worry about squirrels destroying your 
feeder again. The last feeder your birds will 
ever need. Write for catalog. WILDLIFE 
PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 363WB, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54494. 10TF 





72 BIRDHOUSES, FEEDERS and other 
things to make for fun or profit. Patterns cat- 
alog, $2. RSG, P.O. Box 234, Washington 
Mills, NY 13479. 7/1291 





QUALITY WILD-BIRD SEED by mail. For a 
complete description and price list of many 
quality seeds at bargain prices, call or write 
NORTHERN GREEN, P.O. Box 394, Breck- 
enridge, MN 56520; (218) 643-4545; FAX: 
(218) 643-8537. 





JOIN PROJECT FEEDERW 
what birds come to your feed 
ber to March. We will send y 
data forms and two newsle 
Send $12 to PROJECT FE 
Cornell Lab. of Ornithology, 
Woods Ra., Ithaca, NY 1485(/ 





BIRD FEEDERS, SUET FI 
ornaments, more. Pine and 1 
crafted in New Hampshire. ’ 
WORKSHOP INC. For cat 
765-1098. Dealers welcome. 





HANDCRAFTED QUALITY E 
and houses. All Western ri 
catalog. CEDAR THINGS, 
Pickerington, OH 43147. 





ATTRACT THE LARGES’ 
birds to your garden feeders 
foods, any time of year. St 
money! For informative rep 
MARYANN PRODUCTS, ° 
Ave., Allentown, PA 18104. 





LARGEST SELECTION of 9 
ers and houses available. F 
write BACKYARD BIRDS 
Broadview, Springfield, MO ¢ 


FREE: 400-ITEM CATAL( 
feed, supplies and access 
THE BARN ELF, RD 7, Box 532, Newton, 
NJ 07860. 10/392 
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GIFTS 


OWL COLLECTORS. “I Love Owls” bumper 
sticker, $1. Merchandise/book catalog, $1 
(refundable). OWL'S NEST, P.O. Box 
5491WB, Fresno, CA 93755. 10TF 


HAND-PAINTED EXOTIC BIRD designs. T- 
shirts and sweatshirts. Brochure, $1 (refund- 
able with first order). WELSH TRADING 
COMPANY, Dept. W, P.O. Box 221433, 
Charlotte, NC 28222. 8/1091 








DOUBLE OFFER! Free with request for col- 
orful brochure, two gift certificates ($12 
total). Your favorite birds on top quality 
sweatshirts and scarves. USA made, 100% 
guaranteed. Write to: HAPPY CRICKET, 
P.O. Box 670, Asheboro, NC 27204. 6/192 





T-shirts, books and gifts. Send $1 to GOING 
WILD, Behling and Johnson, P.O. Box 189, 
Dept. WB, St. Germain, WI 54558. 9/1191 





GIFT SELECTIONS at low introductory 
prices: mini-alabastrite birds in nest, $3.95; 
ceramic bird wind chimes, $6.95; miniature 
solid brass swans (2), $6.95; blue-luster 
glass bird, $7.95; porcelain covered dove 
dish, $10.95. Add $2 s/h. Allow four to six 
weeks for delivery. ALAN CO., INC., P.O. 
Box 4023, Boise, ID 83711. 9/1191 





BIRD POEMS. Original verses include recip- 
ients name and favorite birding activities. 
Plan now for Christmas. Send SASE for 
details. BIRD POEM GIFT, P.O. Box 372, 
Roseland, NJ 07068. 1091 





GUIDED TOURS 





—_______f/4n04____ COSTA RICA Guided birdina alona_rainfor-_ 


Send for your 


FREE CATALOG! 









See the 
Damart® ad 
and coupon 
in this issue 
for your 
FREE 
CATALOG! 
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THERE IS NO WARMER UNDERWEAR MADE! © 


36Y, FOM VOver, UNlano, Udalldud INUA TINY, 
or phone (800) 667-5179 (U.S. only). 9/1291 











TRAVEL & LODGING 


RAMSEY CANYON INN Bed & Breakfast, 
adjacent to the Mile Hi/Ramsey Canyon Pre- 
serve. 14 species of hummingbirds and over 
200 other species of birds visit during the 
year. One-bedroom cottage also available. 
For information contact 31 Ramsey Canyon 
Rd., Dept.WB, Hereford, AZ 85615; (602) 
378-3010. 10TF 





BIRD COSTA RICA’S HIGH Talamancas 
(7500 ft.) with all the comforts of a private 
home. Personalized vacations include lodg- 
ing, delicious meals, expert guiding on well- 
maintained and beautiful trails. Weekly 
rates: $750/couple. STEVE FRIEDMAN, 
APDO 10303, 1000 San Jose, Costa Rica. 
Phone/FAX (506) 25-02-71. 12TF 





BOSQUE DEL APACHE WILDLIFE Refuge 
on the Rio Grande River Flyway. Year-round 
habitats of 295 high plains, mountain and 
riparian bird species. EATON HOUSE BED 
& BREAKFAST. For reservations and infor- 
mation call (505) 835-1067, or write P.O. 
Box 536, Socorro, NM 87801. Ask about our 
early-birder special. 5TF 





SOUTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO: Gila 
river area. 309 bird species visit yearly from 
desert to mesas to mountains. Four western 
hummingbird species, warblers, black hawk, 
Spotted Owl. Breakfast, sack lunch, dinner. 
BEAR MOUNTAIN GUEST RANCH, P.O. 
Box 1163WB, Silver City, NM 88062; (505) 
538-2538. Ask about guided bird tours, bird- 
identification classes and bird-species list. 
8TF 





DEER RUN BED & BREAKFAST on the 
ocean, in the heart of the Key Deer National 
Wildlife Refuge and a state aquatic pre- 
serve. A year-round birding paradise. Con- 
tact P.O. Box 431, Big Pine Key, FL 33043; 
(305) 872-2015. 1/1291 








CAPE MAY POINT, New Jersey: Crossroad 
of fall migration. For inforthation contact 
SEA BREEZE MOTEL, P.O. Box 860, Cape 
May, NJ 08204; (609) 884-3352. 9/1091 





JAMAICA NATURALLY: a West Indian 
nature retreat at Loveland Bird Sanctuary. 
Twenty-seven bird species found nowhere 
else on earth! Bike, hike, river, beach, 
nature walks, hot mineral baths, artesian 
springs, organic foods, tropical fruits. Con- 
tact LOVELAND TOURS, 291- 5th St., Jer- 
sey City, NU 07302; (201) 420-0202. 9/292 


VIDEOS 


WILDLIFE VIDEOS. Available in VHS or 
8mm: bird banding, Chimney Swifts, wildlife 


rehabilitation, $15.95 to $25. For brochure 
send SASE to PAGE PRODUCTIONS, 8504 
Romney Rd., Austin, TX 78748. 8TF 





GALAPAGOS ADVENTURE! Video odyssey 
exploring these remote volcanic islands 
(where Darwin's theory of evolution originat- 
ed). See exotic wildlife, including Blue-foot- 
ed and Red-footed boobies and Flightless 
Cormorants. Send $19.95 plus $2.95 ship- 
ping to: GREAT COMPANY, INC., 7116 
S.W. 47th St., Miami, FL 33155. (Florida 
residents add 6% sales tax). 8/1091 


“AMAZING LIFESTYLES OF THE RUBY- 
THROATED HUMMINGBIRD” video. Pro- 
fessionally edited, entertaining and educa- 
tional. VHS tape only. $24.95. Refund if not 
delighted. Send check or money order to 
J&A TRADERS, 5962 Kellys Landing Rd., 
Fayetteville, NC 28306. 10/192 








Quiz Answers 


1. (A) While the Brown Thrasher is the only thrasher normally found in the 
eastern United States, its range covers the largest geographic area. 


2. (D) None of the above. None of our thrashers have both a short bill and 
plain underparts. Immature thrashers of any species may have a shorter bill 
and some have an unstreaked breast, but none retain this pattern as adults. 


3. (C) Long-billed Thrasher. Bronzed Cowbirds sometimes lay eggs in the 
nests of Long-billed Thrashers; Sage Thrashers usually reject cowbird eggs 
from their nests; Curve-billed Thrasher nests are rarely victimized by 
cowbirds. 


4. (D) All of the above. All three of these species, as well as the Crissal 
Thrasher, are found in limited ranges in desert areas of southwestern United 
States. 


5. (B) The Bendire Thrasher’s song is a sustained warbling call. 


6. (B) The Sage Thrasher, and also the Brown Thrasher, nest in parts of 
southern Canada. The other North American thrashers are restricted to more 
southerly latitudes. 


7. (D) None of the above. The name “thrasher” is actually a variation of the 
word “thrush.” 


8. (D) None of the above. The California Thrasher, as its name implies, 
occupies a range limited to California and adjoining areas of Mexico. 
Although the three thrashers listed can also be found in California, they 
occupy other states in addition to California and are not found in California 
year-round. 


9. (A and C) Both Curve-billed and Sage thrashers display this marking. 
However, these two species are easily separated by other markings, such as 
the color of their underparts and by the Curve-billed Thrasher’s longer bill. 


10. (C) The Long-billed Thrasher’s range in the United States is limited to 
southern Texas. 
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Flying Free 


—_——Y A$ rrr 


Photograph by E.T. Royster 


First-place winner in the Flight Category 
of the 1991 WildBird Photo Contest. 


“I am so absorbed in the wonder of the earth 
and the life upon it that I cannot think of 
heaven and the angels.” 

— Pearl S. Buck 














Don’t Miss 
the Little Things 


Quality details in the design and con- 
struction of Pentax binoculars translate 
into quality viewing of details in the 

field. This year new click-stop, positive- 
lock adjustments join the famous 

Pentax super multicoated optics to 
deliver sharp, strain-free viewing 

under all conditions. ee 


When choosing your next binoculars 
or viewing your next bird, make sure 
you don't miss the little things — pick 
a Pentax. 


Manufacturers of fine binoculars, 
monoculars, cameras, lenses, and video 


35 Inverness Drive East 
Englewood, CO 80112 








er 
f Tanag! 
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OS Autofocus, that is. Because the Canon EOS 10s 
helps you get difficult shots, of very difficult sub- 
jects. It's great for beginners or advanced bird 
photographers. 


The EQS 10s is unique among autofocus SLRs 
because it does not limit you to 
“bulls-eye” composition. Canon’s Advanced Be cant 
Flexible Autofocus system works automat- 
ically, whether your subject is centered, 
framed left or right. Predictive autofocus and a built-in five 
frames-per-second motor capture fast-flying birds effortlessly. 


A Control is simple with the EOS 10s selector dial. 
Quickly set any exposure mode including 
Canon’s exclusive Programmed Image Control. 
Select Action, Landscape, Portrait, or Close-up 
Prooramsetecrono. Nh otography. Additional automatic exposure 
modes and full-metered manual are there when you need them. 


Canon's eight zone Evaluative Metering system assures accurate 
exposure, or select 8.5% partial metering for precise control. For 
exposure variety, built-in automatic Exposure Bracketing works 

quickly, without fumbling. 

Canon offers a choice of more than 30 EF autofocus lenses, 
including whisper-quiet Ultra-Sonic Motor lenses, aie 
and the legendary L-Series lenses with razor p= = 

sharp performance. The EF 100-300mm L " 
lens is perfect for backyard bird photogra- 
phy with spectacular color and contrast. 


We think autofocus photography is for the 


EQS10: 


you agree. 
So Advanced, It’s Simple 











Canon 
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Anna‘ 
Nas Hummingbird 
Photo: Bill Head 





For color brochure, write Canon EOS, Dept. B, C.S.B. 3192A, Melville NY 11747 Canon U.S.A., Inc., One Canon Plaza, Lake Success, NY 





